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vision might cause a little expense, but it
was very necessary in the interests of
public safety.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY Subelause 3 was consequenti-
ally amended by striking ont the words
“or loeal authority,” in the last line; also
Subelause 5 was amended by striking out
the words “and lodged with the local aa-
thority,” in the last line.

Clause as amended agreed lo.

Clause 139—agreed to.

(lause 140—Inspection :

Ou motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY the clause was amended by
striking out of Subelause 3 the words, “if
he so think necessary” at the heginning
of paragraph (h).

Clause as amended agreed fo.

Clause 14l—agreed to.

Clause 142—Regulations as to
erowding, ele.. in publie buildings:

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY the clanse was amended by
striking out of line 1 the word “Commis-
sioner” and inserting “Governor” in lien.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 143, 1dd-—agreed to.

Progress reported.

over-

ADJOURNMENT —CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS.

The COLONIAL
moved—

That the House at its rising adjourn

to Tuesday, 17th January, 1911.

There was an unnsual procedure this vear
in having to reassemble after Christmas,
but of course that is a matter beyvond the
power of thiz House. However, T can
assure hon. members that I do not relish
having to sit after Christinas any more
than do other hon members. At the same
titne, as it has not been found possible to
get throngh all the important legislation it
will be neceszary to meet again. I cannot
of conrse, give any information as to how
long it will be necessary to sit in the new
year; it may be for a fortnight, or per-
haps a month—that will largely depend
on hon. members and another place,
Hovwever, T take this opportunity of wish-
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ing you, Mr. President, and also the
Chairman of Cowmmitiees, lion. members,

and the officers of the House the eom-
pliments of the season.
Question passed.

House adjourned ai 845 p.m,

Regislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 21st December, 1410,
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

PETITION-—~WONGAN HILLS-MUL-
LEWA RAILWAY BILL.

Mr. 8. F. MOORE presented a petition
from the Midland Railway Company
praying that the Bill to authorise the con-
straetion of a rallway from Wongan Hills
to Mullewa he referred to a select com-
mittee, and that the company be per-
mitted to be reprezented by counsel and
to eall and examine witnesses bhefore such
select committee.

Petition received and read.

PAPER PRESENTED,
By the Premier: TReport of the Com-
missioner of Taxation to 30th June, 1910.

AMR. T G
CIJ:\I:\I.

Mr. BATH (withount notice) asked the
Premier: Have any inquiries been made
into the elaim of Mr. J. G. Hay againsl
the Government Labonr Bureau, and, if
so0, with what result? Possibly the Pre-
mier eould not answer offhand, but T will

QUESTION HAY'S
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be conient if the Premier will let me have
a veply within the next week.

The PREMIER replied:—The papers
have been before e, but I have bad to
send them baek to my colleague, the Col-
onial Secretary, for further information.
I will endeavour to let the hon. member
have a reply within the next few days.

QUESTION—-FRUIT EXPERT.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for Agri-
culture: 1, Have applications been called
for the position of fruit expert in the
Agrienltoral Department? 2, Has any
selection heen made from the applicants?
3, If not, what action does the Minister
intend to take to fill the posilion?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, Yes. 2, No, we do not
consider, with the information at hand,
that a suitable man is now available. 3,
We will probably eall for applications
anew.

QUESTION—ESPERANCE DIS.
TRICT, LAND SEL.ECTTON.

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for
Lands: What number of conditional
purchases have been kaken up in the dis-
triet between Hsperance and Norseman
duting the past 12 months (a)} under re-
sidence eonditions; (b} under non-resi-
denee conditions?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: (a) Eighiy-three; (b) Sixty-five.

QUESTION—GEOLOGICAL REPORT,
SANDBTONE-LAWLERS.

Mr. CARSON asked the Premier: 1,
Has there heen a geological report made
on the couniry between Sandstone and
Lawlers? 2. If so, will the Premier lay
the same on the Table of e House?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, An exami-
nation of the district referred to has been
completed by the Governmeni Geologist,
whose report is expected to he available
by the 5th January. 2, Yes.

[ASSEMBLY.)

ANNUAL HKSTIMATES, 1910-191}).
In (ommitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the previcus day; Mr,
Taylor in the Chair.

Depariment of the (olonial Secretary
(Hon, J. . Gonnolly, Minister), the Pre-
mier in charge of (he Votes,

Vote—Ofice of Colonial
£8,429

Ttem, Under Seeretary, £600.

AMr, HEITMANN: Year after year the
listimates of the Colonial Secrefary came
in for a good deal of discussion, much
of whieh was direcled against the under-
secretary of the depariment. This offi-
cer was reeceiving £600 a year, which was,
perhaps. not too much for a good man,
The salavy had beeu increased within the
last four_or five years from about £450.
It was to the under-secretary the Colo-
nial Seeretary had to look for the work
done in the department. t appeared Lais
officer had an idea that hizs own pleasuves
were the first consideration, and his duties
to the State. in return for the £600 re-
ceived, of but secondary importance.

The Premier: I do not think the hon.
member oughl to say that,

AMr. HETTMANN: We liad officers in
varions deparvtments who were receiving
leave year after vear on various pre-
lences-—he was not now referring to Lhis
particular under-seerelary —and  there
were many highly-paid offieers not giving
a fair rveturn for the money received by
them. He had many times seen this par-
ticular under-secretary going towards the
office hetween 10 and 11 o'clock in the
morning.

The Premier: That might not have been
his fixst appearance at the office.

Mr. HEITMANN: It was unlikely ile
oflicer would go ont of the City on the
Fremantle tvain in time to refurn again
between 10 and 11 o'elock.

The Premier: e might have had a late
night at the office the night before.

Mr. HEITMANN: The officer in ques-
tlon was generally earrying golf sticks
under his aym, and it was improbable he
would drag them about the town with him
when on departmental affairs. If this offi-
cer were allowed to eome and go just when
he teemed fit. it could not but have a bad

Seecretary,
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effect on the subordinate officers of the
departmment. The State should expect a
fair return for the money paid these offi-
cers, from the highest to the lowest, and
in this department in particular he .Jid
not think the State was getting it. e
hoped this gentleman would pay greater
attention to his office, and set a better
example to those under him,

The PREMIER: An attack of this
deseription against a deserving officer,
who had spent many years in the service
of the State, was to be strongly depre-
cated. It might be that the hon. member
had seen this officer on, perhaps, one or
two oceasions in the street, or in the train
between 10 and 11 o’clock in the morning
with a golf stiek in his hand

Mr. Scaddan: Ts there ever a soeial
function without him?%

The PREMIER: Was there anything
wrong in this officer attending social
funections?

Mr. Seaddan: Yes; daring office hours.

The PREMIER: These remarks were
most unjust to this officer. If Mr, North
attended these functions purely for his
own pleasure, to the detriment of the
service and to the neglect of the State's
affairs le should be reprimanded; but
specific instances must be given in charg-
ing an officer of neglect of duty so that
the matter could be rectified. Certainly
all officers should give a proper return
in serviece f{o the State, but it was not
right to make a general statement that
an officer neglected his duties. Mr. North
was a good officer and gave good service
to the State.

Mr. Heitmann: I do not think there is
any deparfment that comes in for move
eriticism,

The PREMIER: Was the eriticism
always justified? Any department could
be criticised, and criticised justly, no
matter what Minister or head of depari-
ment controlled it; but wholesale eriti-
cism, so far as publie servanis were con-
cerned, was not deserved, If the hon.
member would give speeifie instances——

Mr. Heitmann : T told you the man does
not attend to his office during the proper
hoars.
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The PREMIER: My, North could al-
ways be found when wanted. It knocked
the heart ont of these men to have mein-
bers constantly earping at them and eriti-
cising them heecause they were seen owd
of their oflices during office bours, and it
cansed them to say, “What is the good of
doing our best; we get no thanks for it;
all we wet is unjust charges against ns,
and we cannot reply.”

Mr., Holman: That is unfair, Many
officers are praised.
The PREMIER: Fair ecriticism was

justifiable, but a general charge of
neglecting daties should not be made un-
less instances were given into which in-
auiry could be made,

Mr. PRICE: A wmore extraordinary
defence was never heard. The Premier
did not attempt tfo deny that Mr. Novil
spent his time attending social functions,
but ¢laimed members should not fuestion
this.

The Premier: 1 did not say so.

Mr. PRICE: According lo the Pre-
mier, officers would not do iheir best if
we criticised them.

The Premier: I said “eriticised them
unfairly,” not faicly.

Mr. PRICE: Mr. North was to be ai-
lowed to attend social funetions, yet the
police did not deserve a holiday after 12
years’ service. The higher the officers
the more holidays they could have, but
members dare not eritieise them. Tf it
was right for Mr. North to altend soeial
functions, it was right for every officer
to do likewise.

Item, Chief Clerk, £4053,

Mr. SCADDAN: Had the Publie Ser-
vice Commissioner recommended that the
office of chief clerk be abolished?

The PREMIER: The Public Service
Commissioner recominended that the posi-
tions of all chief elerks be abolished.

Mr. SCADDAN: Did the BExeculive
Couneil deeline to adopt the recommenda-
tion?

The PREMIER: The Public Service
Commissioner and the speeial Commis-
sioner, Mr. McGibbon, at the end of last
year recommended a general reorganisa-
tion, 1neluding the abolition of the office
of chief elerk. Their report was volumin-
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ous and if adepted would mean consider-
able  alterations in  all  departments.
Whether it was desirable to carry them
out lie could not say at present. The
papers were senf back to the Comumission-
ears wilh certain memorandums from the
different aceounutants making suggestions
for the further consideration of the Com.
wissioners. These papers were not yet re-
iurned from the Pnblic Service Commis-
=tuner. When they were returned he (the
Premier) would go into the matter cave-
tullv and come to a conclusion as to
whether the report would be ndopted or
ot

Ttem. Oftice Cleaners.
men, efe.,, £1,600.

My, GILL: The meun who during the
winter had to attend to the fires in the
depariment, reeeived only 7s. a day. They
had to earry the whole of the firewood
in bags on their shoulders from the
ground af the baek of the department to
the top of the building. They should re-
eeive at least Ss. a day.

The PREMIER: 1t was not an extra-
ordinarily hard joh. The men made their
awn boads: there was no dviving  them.
Seven shillings was considered a fair rate
of wawe. The rates paid were Ts. for
woandmen, Sz, for night watehmen. and 7s.
to Ss. for eleaners. Female cleaners re-
ceived payment aceording to the work
thev did.

Mr. GILL: These woodmen worked
harder than the Premier thonght. The
numbers were reduced some time back,
and the work of those who were retained
was inereased. (ne man had knocked off
work in the department preferring to go
ont in the streets and work with a pick
and shovel.

The PREMIER : The matter wanld be

brought nader the notice of the Colonial
Secretary.

Night Wateh-

Item, Inspeetion of Liquor: Chief Tn-
spector, £330,

M. OLOGHLEXN: Could any reason
he advanced why (his position shonld not
he abolished?  How many econvictions
were secured duving last vear through the
vigilanee of this officer. Attention was
drawn during the year to the vile stuff
heing sold as liquor in the Sonth-West,
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but no aetion was taken, Was it intended
to go on merely securing convielions every
%ix months in the metropolitan avea where
delection was easy?

Alr. Collier; The offtcer is a eapable
one. but he has the whole State {0 denl
with,

Alv. O'LOGHLEXN: 1t we were not
aoiup o make a farce of the department,
we =hould appoint further inspectors.
The chief inspector had one inspector lo
assist him and if he had te control the
whole of the Slale it wns impossible to
expeet goad work to be dune. A few days
ago an applieation for a license was dealt
with at Pinjarra, where the strongest
legal bar was enpaged and there was evi-
dence wiven there wliuelt surprised the
Court and a wimmber of people, bt whieh
was not surpriging to him (Mr. (°Logh-
len}. The Souwth-Western _1dvertiser
published this brief report of some of the
evidence taken:—

When Mr. Levi Green applied to the
Licensing (‘ourt on Wednesday last for
permission lo =ell Ausivalian wines at
Dwellingup, few of flie general public
in court were prepared for the sensa-
tional nature of fhe evidence bronglht
forward by the opposition.  Nearly
every witness held some responsihle
position at Dwellingup or within a five-
mile radius.  Witness after witness
went inin the box and told tales of
nightly debaunchery: drankards lying
about the roads and having to be moved
to permit of wheeled traffic; men lying
in a state of stupor on the railway and
in dust loles. Bnt this was wot all
The witnesses drew a picture of a
neighbourheod *held up” after night-
fall by men mad by “pinkie” of women
and children, and even strong men,
afraid to venture out of doors; of
brawls and disturbances lasting until 3
or 4 o’eloek in the worning.

This was not 8 new oecarrence. Ile
hrought it nnder the notice of the Premier
gome eizht or nine weeks ago. Tt was to
be hoped that in the near future a State
hotel would he erected there. That, how-
ever, was apart from the question. What
he wanted to know was whether the Gov-
ernment proposed to asssit this Inspector
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by giving lim a couple more assistants or
else takingy some of the wovk off his
shoulders. 1t was wonstrous, while at-
tention wight be paid to a few metropoli-
tan publicans, that these people in the
ont-lying distriets should be allowed to
sell or serve a vile concoction. Not only
was this the case at Dwellingup, but there
were various other centres where similar
stuff was being sold. Ouce more he
brought under the notice of the Premier
that poisen was being retailed to the peo-
ple and some of these people were bheing
driven mad through drvinking it and no
action was being taken by the officer ap-
pointed, and it was understood that no
action had been taken because the officer
had too mnch work to do.

Mr. Piesse: Ts the wine you refer to
lahelled ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tt was not worthy
of a label. It was manufactured some-
where around the district and some of
it was heing manufaetured by Mr. Green
himself, and evidence was given in this
case where (welve barrels had been sent
to another portion of the State by rail-
way.

Mr. Heitmann:
state what it is.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Protests had fre-
quently been entered by him against wine
of this deseription being put on the mar-
kef and in this wayv disparaging the good
article. Tt was absolute poison; there was
no other name for it. Reputable citizens
bad visifed that place and taken only one
drink and had then been unable fo move
from the place where they had consumed
it.

The Premier: No T understand that it
is sold under a license?

My, O'LOGHLEN: The Licensing Act
provided that the grower eould dispose of
his own wine. and that apparently was
being done.

AMr. Trov: Who is he?

Mr. OLOGHLEN: Levi Green. Rt it
did not maiter who it was: the fact re-
mained that during the last six or eight
months people had been driven off their
heads. notwithstanding the faet that at-
tention had heen drawn to the matter.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: With regard to
the question of inspection. from evidence

The analysts cannot
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which he had come across, e had every
reason to believe that the inspector was a
fairly good man, but it was absolutely
impossible for the inspector to do any-
sthing like justice when it was remembered
that he had v travel over a State like
Western Australia. The inspector had to
go right away to Hall's Creek once a year,
and to go there meaut a three months’
trip.  1f the inspector went round the
State once a year lie was accomplishing
Fairly good work. It was absurd to adopt
4 gystem of inspection in a maéter of this
deseription which took place ouly once a
vear. Moreover, the inspector was under
further difficulties inasmuch as he had not
suflicient power under the law. The At-
iorney General promised distinetly that he
would make provision in the Licensing
Bill when it reached another plaee, giv-
ing the inspector wider powers. That pro-
vision, however, had not been made. The
inspector worked under difficulties, inas-
muels as he @id not have suflicient power
{0 bring about the punishment of offend-
ers; therefore the money voted for inspee-
tion was practically thrown away. Tt was
no use catehing one here and there, and
allowing others to sell poisonous drugs
vear after year, and seriously injuring®
the health of the people of the State. It
was to he hoped that the Colonial Secre-
tary’s Department, which had one or two
ather fhings to do. wounld devote at least
some little (ime to this work. The
under secretary at any rate might put in
an extra honr in a maring attending to
iz aquestion. .

My, GORTION: Tt seemed ihat the =ale
uf this elass of wine was restrieted to
one distriet, anud the member for Pilbara
said it had been going on for vears. Tf
that was the ease the inspeetor wa= cer-
tainly not doing his dnfy. Tt was ad-
mitted that the auality of liquoer in Perth
at the present lime lind considerably im-
proved. but if what had heen stated by
hon. members was correct there minst be
something defieient in the inspection. One
member had stated that one glass of the
wine which was sold at Dwellineap was
sufficienf fo prevent a man moving from
that Jocality. Was that not an absnlutely
ridiculous statement to make? Tf a man
conld only =ell one glass of sueh a elass of
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wine, where would his profil lie? And.
if that had been going on for years, he re-
peated, the inspector was lacking in his
duty.

The PREMIER: The member for Pil-
bara argued that we should do away with
inspeetions beeanse they could not stop
the sale of bad liquor. hut with that
arcument he could not agree. Tt was ob-
vious that it would be neecessary to have
an army of inspectors to earry out an in-
spection at every centre. We were never
going to stop entirely the illicit sale of
liquor, or the sale of liynor which was in-
jurious to health, even if the number of
inspectors were increased. The inspec-
tors in this department had done excellent
work: they had travelled throughout the
State even as far north as Broome, and
doring 1909 they had made 1.950 inspee-
tions.

Mr. Underwood: How many licenses
are there?

The PREMIER: Offhand he eounld not
tell the hon. member. But these officers
seemed to have visited nearly all the
licensed premises, not onee but several
times. Thev had instituted 35 prosecu-
tions and secured 35 convietions, and had
recovered in fines and costs £212 10s.
That was a very creditable record. In the
report of #he Chief Inspecior ii would be
noticed that the prosecutions numbered
only about half those for 1908, This was
due to a marked improvement all round
in (he liquor trade. The Commitiee wounld
see therefore that the work of this de-
partment was bearing good results. With
rezard to the member for Forrest’s eom-
plaint  that some econcociion termed
“pinkie” was sold,if “pinkie’” was a cheap
raw wine and was sold before it matured
it eould he understood that it wounld be
hurtful, bt surely if it had the tremend-
ous effect upon a person that the hon.
member stated, these people, as common-
sense people, would noi return fo that
place for more of the poison. Was there
not some duty cast upon these people to
protect themselves?

Mr. Senddan: They do not know until
they have sampled it.

The PREMIER : If this state of affairs
obtained at Dwellinpup——
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My, Scaddan: That is not the only
place. Ask Dr. Montgomery and he will
throw some light on the subject.

The PREMIER: If it had the effect
that the hon. member declared, would the
hon. member go and take a second drink?

Mr, Collier: There are many who will.

Mr. Johnson: Any amount take a
second drink of whisky.

The PREMIFR: Perhaps half a dozen
drinks of whisky would not have a harm-
tul effect. Tn the case referred to by the
wember for TForrest, it was absolule
potson whieh was sold, and ene small glass
rendered the man who drank it unecon-
seious.

My, Walker: They reckon that a eheap
drunk,

The PREMIER: It was true that ilbe
department was not overmanned and if
we eould afford to spend thousands where
only hundreds were spent he might agree
(o have half a dozen inspectors. The {wo
officers in the department were doing ex-
cellent work as was shown hy the number
of convietions and the samples whieh had
heen taken.

AMr. JACOBY: Now that a charge had
been miade that cerfain people were en-
gaged in the manufacture of bad wine,
and in the adulteralion of wine, he hoped
that the Premier would have an investi-
gation made. Tt was impossible to manu-
facture imitation wine without spirits, and
he would guarantee to produce natural
wine, eqnal fo that sold in South Aus-
tralia, infinitelv e¢heaper than it eould he
produced artificially. The wine maker in
buying his spirits for fortifying purposes
was able to get his supply af a duty of
Ad. per gallon out of bond, whereas the
maker of artificial wine would not get the
benefit of ihat duty, and would have to
pay something like 14s. per gallon. That
made e manufacture of artificial wine
unprofitable, when gooed wine grapes
could be honght as cheaply as they could
be obtained in South Anstralia.

The Premier: How would vou stop the
sale of this staff which is so injoricus to
heaith?

Alv, JACORY : Tt would be discovered
that the eanse of the trouble was not so
mueh in the liqnors as in lhe mixing of
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them. If a man mixed a glass of whisky
and a glass of wine he very probably
wonld “drop in his fracks.”

Mr. Hudson: Do you approve of the
Wines Act in Vietoria, which says that al!
spirits used for fortifying must he dis-
tilled from grapes?

Mr. JACORY : That was the Common-
wealth provision, that all wine must be
fortified with grape spirvit, and the forti-
fying must be done in the presence of a
customs officer. Tt was a very eveellent
provision, but it had had the effect of
making grape spirit very scarvce. He
wanted to clear up another miseonception
as to young wine being injurious; it was
no more injurious than old wine,

Mr. Hudson: Do you mean young wine
fortified or nnfortified?

Mr. JACOBY: The reference was to
voung natural wine. In the wine-drink-
ing conntries of the world 95 per cent, of
the people drank the wine hefore it was
12 months old. To persons not used fo
such wine the results would be very un-
pleasani, but by no means injurious, He
hoped that steps would be taken to defer-
wine definitely whether any injnrions wine
was sold in this State. We had inspeetors
with full anthority, and let them take
samples and make a report. and let the
offenders, if there were any. he punished,
not only as a protection to those whe used
the wine, but also as a protection to other
wine makers in the State.

Mr. MURPHY: It was important to
everybody that we should get the purest
of wines and spirits to drink, and surely
if it was worth while to appoint inspectors
of liguor, it was absurd to say that fwo
inspeciors could in any way adequaiely
eontrol or properly analyse the drink that
was sold thronghout the State.

Mr. Holman: There is plenty of room
for two inspeetors in the metropolitan
Area.

Mr. MURPHY : That was just what he
was going to say. The department had
done good work. and owing fo thai fact
the adulteration of liquor had deereased
to a considerable extent, but the Govern-
ment should at least consider the advisa-
bility of inereasing the number of inspee-
tors. and de everything possible fo put
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down that which the member for Swan
seemied to deny, namely, the adulteration
not only of imported spirits but of local
wines. DPerbaps that member, as a wine
maker, did not deseend to some of the
tricks of the trade, but it was a fact that
the residues, which were thrown away
from first-class vineyards were, in others,
hottled and sold; that was what the eom-
plaint was about. Having had eight years
in the Customs Departiment, he could say
that sone of the stuff would kill any man
at sight. Either the department should be
abolished. or one or two other inspectors
should he appointed to extend the good
work pow heing done. At the most it
would nol cost more than £400 to have
two additional inspectors; but even if it
cosk £1,000 the expense would he well
worth inewrring.

AMr. O'LOGHLEN: It was disappont-
ing to hear the Premier hold ont no assur-
ance that the number of inspectors would
he increased. The member for Canning
had- said that it was absurd to say that
no one could take one drink of sc-ealled
wine and be unable to get away from the
place.

The Premier: He stated that it would
not pay the vendor to sell suel stuff.

Mr. ’LOGHLEN; Whether it paid the
vendor or not the stuff was sold. No dounbt
the member for Canning could earry away
a hundred drinks. but others had not the
same capacity.

Mr. Gordon: Do not Hatter me.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: What applied to
the member For Canning was not appli-
eable 1o mozi people. He was sorry, in-
deed, that ile member for Swan on every
possible oceasion seemed to defend those
practices. heeanse, while speaking for the
wine trade he did not use that diserimin-
ation which members would like to see.
That member had frequently stated that
the wine-drinking people of the world
drank wine less than 12 wmoenths old, and
that there was no artificiallv-prodnced
wine in Western Australia, Tf that was
true, then God help the people of Aus-
tralia if the wine trade was woing to de-
velop. He would sconer see the wine in-
dustry wiped ont of existence altogether
than have a continnance of some of the
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scenes that had come under his notice dur-
ing vecent months. It was all very well
for the Premier to say that it was people’s
owu fault if they drank that kind of
stuff.

The Premier: 1 said tiry mnst share the
responsibilify.

Mr. O’LOGHLEX : They must share the
responsibility, but the State shonld iake
steps to prevent the sale of suel injurious
stufl. If we were going to have inspectors
of liquors it was only a fair thing that
when complaints were made in the House
the Mintster shonld (ake some notiee, Tt
might not arise in the futare, for the
licensing henel might vefuse to renew the
license owing to the seenes which had oe-
curred durthg the last 12 monthis. He
(Mr. O’Loghlen) had raised his protest
becanse months ago lie brought the matter
under the notice of the Premier, and no
action had heen taken.

The Premier; Under my notice?

Mr. OLOGHLEN: The matter was
broaghi wnder the notice of the Premier
during the debate on the Health Bill, and
if a complaink was hrought hefore the ve-
spongible leader of the House it was his
duty to acquaint the inspector of if. The
Minister shonld see that some inquiry was
made, for the desire was to prevent such
practices being carried on in the futare.
If the wine trade of Western Australia
was going to develop in the same wav as
1t had developed in the district mentioned,
then it would be a God-send to the eoun-
try if ihe wine trade was wiped out.

My, FOULKES : This was not the first
time that the matter had heen hrought
under notice, for he found that on the
20th December last. when speaking in

anoiler place, the Hon. F. MeLarty
said- -

The people now are disposing of wine
by earting ir about and erecting a
shanty of a few sheets of iron where
public works or railways are heing con-
structed, and selling this wine to the
employees on these works, The effect
iz that the people in the place are kept
in a state of drunkenness and the police
declare that they have neither control
nor supervision. For instance. on the
Pinjarra-Marradong railway a man has
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put up a place some five vr six miles
along the railway line, and he carvts the
wine to this place, sells it, and at this
locality there have been some disgrace-
ful seenes. AMen are coutinnally get-
ting drunk and kueeking each other
about, and hon. members know fhat this
is brought about, iu a very large ex-
tent, by so-ealled wine, which is only a
mixture of soapsuds and vinegar; it
drives the people mad and has ihe most
disastrous cleeis. The effect
is also very bad on the butcher and
arocer, because the men have no money
with whieh to pay their bills, All this
s {aking place, to say nothing of the
demoralising effect it is having on the
men themselves. . . . I brought the
matier under the notice of the inspector
of police, and he told me that he was
well aware of what was going on, hut
that he was powerless lo interfere. The
amendment of the Act, Le siated, had
taken the matter out of their hands.
and the men eould sell in these places
with impunity.
In reply to the
Secrvetary said—
T will promise the hon, member that
ihe law wiil be strictly entoreed. T will
see {hat the police will take notice of
what has been said. and if the law is
as it has been reported to be, T will
bring the matier under the notice of
the Government, so (hat sueh a state
of thinus may be remedied when the
Licensinge Bill eomes hefore Parliament
nexl session.
The Licensine Bill did not affecl the nat-
ter ai all. beeause From his experience,
and it was borne oul by the repori of
Mr. Darham, there had been something
like 30 convietions for selling adulterated
liguor, or selling liquor the deseription of
whieh was inaceurntely stated. A eeriain
amount of adulteration was going vn, and
it seemed to prove that a gnod deal of
wine was not fit to drink. There was no
provision in the Licensing Bill in repard
to this matter, nor did it seem to be re-
aarded as » heinpus offence, that of adul-
terating liquar, for in nol a single case
in six or seven vears had a licensee lost
his license because of the adulteration of
liquor, The henelies did nof like to have

remarks. the Colonial
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charges of adulteration of liquor brought
before them, and that was the reason why
0 many members were in favour of bav-
ing the licensing courts elected. The in-
spectors laboured under great disadvan-
tages, He knew that when the inspectors
travelled along the railway lines in the
country, the fact that they were travelling
was telegraphed throughout the distriet,
and it was found most difficult to do their
work satisfactorily, and for that reason
he appealed to the Premier to see if the
number of inspeclors eould not be in-
creased. The department had not rost the
State a penny, because the amount of
fines collected had been more than suffi-
cient to pay the =alaries of the inspeetors.

The Premier: Only £206 was collected
last year.

Mr. FOULKRES: That might be the
ense last year. but it would he found that
the total amount during the past six or
seven vears would be more than the am-
ount of the inspeetors’ =alaries during
that period. When he (Mr. Foulkes)
first proposed that inspectors of liquor
shonld be appointed—that was about
seven av eiwht vears azo when Sir Walter
James was Premier—IHiere was a greal
deal of opposition te the appoiniment.
It was said there was no need to have in-
spectors as all the liquor sold in the State
was perfeetly good. It was to be hoped
the Premier would consider the appoint-
ment of an inereased number of inspec-
tors.

The Premier: T will consider it.

My, PIESSFE: In the interests of the
wine industry a searehing inguiry should
be made inta the slatement of the member
for Forrest., e was pleased to know
that these complaints were confined only
to those distriels represented by the hon.
memher for Forrest, and a late member
of the Chamber Mr. McLarty. He was
satisfied the memher was not making the
complaints without justification, and that
what he had stated was sufficient to jus-
tify an immediate and searching inquiry
into the allezed manufacture of artificial
or impure wine, hecause if wine of this
character was allowed to be mannfae-
tured and sold it was bringing the wine
industry of the State into ridicule. and
many growers had sone to great expense
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in building up the wine industry. We had
manufactured wine in the State which
bad taken important prizes in Euro-
pean and continental exhibitions within
recent years, and he hoped in the in-
terests of the wine industry an inguiry
would be made and those responsible for
the manufacture of such impure wine, or
“pinky,” as it was called, would be prose-
cated. Tn Vieloria there was legislation
prohibiting the manufacture and the sale
of impure wine, and he hoped if neces-
sary similar legislaiion wounld be adopted
here, Tt seemed that the complaints were
more against the grower of the wine who
sold without a license. He would snggest
that the Premier bring this matter under
the notice of the inspectors and request
them fo carry ont a moere rigid inspection
at the wine cetlars. The manufacturer
of pare wine would have no cbjection to
such an inspection. Ti was fo he hoped
something would be done bv way of
remedying the evil of the sale of impure
wine, hecause it was seriously injuring the
wine trade of the State,

Mr. SWAN: 1t was certainly (o he

hoped that the Premier would hring
about the appointment of an in-
creased number of inspeetors. On

a recent trip to the South-West he
had heard many of the old settlers
eomplaining of the inferior quality
of the wine being sold at the various
mills and pointing out the bad effects it
had on the young men in the distriet.
With regard to the uestion of the in-
spection of liquor generally, it was true,
as the Premier said, we wonld not nhso-
tutely secure the selling of none but
pure liquor even if we had hundreds of
inspectors. But it was positively farcical
to expect that two inspectors should carry
on the whole of the work. Seeing the
good work which had ben done in the
metropolitan distriet by the inspectors it
was reasonable to asstme that the ap-
pointment of additional inspectors would
make a great improvement thronghout the
State. In view of the statements made by
Mr. Toulkes in this House and by Mr.
MeLavty in another place, we conld not
expect much from the Minister control-
ling this department. Tt was {o be hoped
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the Premier would insist upon the ap-
pointment of addifional inspectors.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—.1borigines, £16,015—agreed to.

Yole—Charities, £37,764.

Ttem—Cooks, £290.

Mr. SWAN: It was desived lo eall ai-
tention to the wages paid to these men.
We all knew that outside the institution
a firsf-elass cook received a salary eon-
siderably ltgher than that set down for
these men. It wax well that such a wage
should come under the heading of Char-
ities, for it was absolutely inadequate for
the work performed. The men employed
were first-class cooks and had held posi-
tions in leading hotels.

The Premier: They would not leave
leading hotels to go to this place?

Mr. SWAN: Notwithstanding the Pre-
mier’s insinvation he (Mr, Swan) was
making a statement of fact. He knew
the men and knew they had been in lead-
ing hotels, and were to-day being paid
£160 per annum in the Old Men's Home.

The Premier: What has brought them
from leading hotels to £100 per annum?

Mr. SWAN: Tt was not his desire to
argie that point.  ‘Phe position was that
they were first-class epoks and were being
paid £100 per annum. We knew the Pre-
ntler was not an advoeate of high wages,
but it was to be hoped he would see that
the men were paid a fair rale of vemun-
eration ¢

The PREMIER : This was the ordinary
wage paid o evoks in similar situations.
They rveceived £100 per annum and their
keep. There was no oceasion for the hon,
member to look so fievcelv at him,

Mr. Swan: I object to the hon. member
accusing me of being practically a har.

The PREMIER: There was no inien-
tion  of accusing the hon. member of
heiug any such thing ov in faet of even
insinuating that the hon. member had
made a deliberale misstatement. What
he (the Premier) had said was that these
cooks would not voluntarily leave leading
Lotels to go into an invalid depdt. Tf
these men had left hotels where they would
he receiving £6 or £7 per week to zo {0 a
billet of this sort there was cerlainly
gsomething behind it. This was not a first-
elass position.
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Mr. Seaddan: No, any old thing will
do down there.

The PREMIER: No, that was not cur-
rect, but it was to be remembered that
there was no need for eutrée dishes at the
institution.  All that was required was
plain cooking, but it had to he goed couk-
ing al that. No boun. member would ex-
pect a (irst-class eook to take a position
of that sort, The wage was, he under-
stood, the ruling rate, and, with the keep
of the cooks, was equivalent to £3 or
£3 5s. a week, which was probably ahove
the average for general work of this kind,

Ttem, Engine-drivers, Old Men’s Home,
Claremont, £287.

Alr. OLOGHLEN: Did the Prewter
think it a fair thing (v pay engine-
drivers £2 10s. per week? It offered =z
striking eon{rast to the wage of the hall
porter at the Public Works Departmeat
which was £3 10s. per week. The engine-
driver had to go through a severe exawm-
ination before lte obtained his eertificate,
without which he could not be employed.
Surely in these elrcumsiances the Premier
would not contend that £2 10s. per week
was adequate remuneration for that man’s
services., He did not suggest that the hall
porter’s wage of £3 10s. per week was
too mueh, but he thought the Premicr
would admil that £2 10s. was consider-
ably betow a fair thing for engine-drivers.
He hoped the Premier would make a note
of this and see that a qualified man was
paid a decent wage.

The PREMIER: Would the hon, mem-
ber tell him what was paid ontside?

Mr. O'Loghlen: Something more than
that.

The PREMIER: Tt was understond
that (his man was an assistant engine-
driver.

Mr. Seaddan : He has the same respon-
sibility.

The PHEMIER: That was hardly s,
beeause, of course, the chief took tle
responsibility. Tt should not bhe for-
gotten that there was a remedy for this.
If ibe man was such 2 good man as ihe
hon, member would have the Committce
believe. he would not vemain in his pre-
sent position while there was employmout
at €3 or {4 elsewhere, and all wounld agree
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there was plenty of employment at
the present time. It was understood that
this man veceived his keep in addition to
his wages. If so, he was getting a fair
remuneration; if not, the matter was
worth inqguiring inte, and wounld be in-
quired into,

Item, Inspectors {State Children}, £475.

Mr. SWAN: Provision was here made
for an inerease of £20. Would the Pre-
mier fell the Committee who was to wzet
this £20%

The PREMIER: [t meant that two
female inspectors would each receive an
increase of £10.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Wuould the Pre-
mier tell the Commitiece what were (he
duties of these female inspeetors, and
why we required so many?

The PREMIER.: The inspectors looked
after the Stale ehildren who were boarded
out in 177 different homes. These in-
speators had to periodieally visit Lhese
homes and see that the children were
being properly cared for.

Mr, Seaddan: Who are the inspeetors?

The PREMIER : One was a Miss Biack-
burn and the other a Miss Nesbitt.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1t would not be
surprising if it were found that these
appoiniments were of the soeial order.
We had many such in Western Australia,
where it was the practice to give com-
fortable appointments to people of some
soeial standing. ¥e knew some State
children who were not all well treated and
who were in homes unfit for the accow-
modation of children. He had seen the
treatment the children received in these
so-called lomes.

The Premier: These arve children with
foster-mothers.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD knew the elass of
foster-mothers who expected the children
to fear God and carry half a ton.

Mr. Johnson: That is all the more
reason why we need inspectors,

Mr. TNDERWQOD: The inspectors
did not do their duty. The State should
keep the children and not pnt them ont.
The money spent on these social appoint-
ments would go a long way towards train-
ing the children in a home and teaching
them trades and sending them to techni-
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vl sclwols.  1de lhad no sympathy with
the system, orv with the inspestors en-
deavouring to earry ont the system,

The PREMIER: The hon. member
knew nothing about the system. There
was not a ehild above five years of age.
Maosl of them were infants; yet the hon.
member suggested sending them to techni-
cal sehools. It was a physical impossi-
hility for these babies to carry half a ton,
There were 177 foster-mothers, and it was
the duty of the inspectors to visit the
houses where these children were boarded
ont to see the babies were properly
attended to and looked after. If we
could bring up safely a fair percentage
of these infants we would help to build
up the population of the State, and would
be doing good work. The little expendi-
ture pui down was a mere bagatelle
agzainst the advantage we would receive,

Mr. SIWAN: There was no exeeption
laken 1o the increases provided [or the
lady inspectors, but the salary for the
male inspector was too low and did not
compare favourably with salavies paid in
the Easfern States. He found it neces-
sary to make inguiries to see how Lhese
oflicers were paid in the Eastern States,
and the under seeretary thought it neces-
sary to complain about the officer having
approached a member of Parliament in
connection with this position. It did not
follow that beecanse inguiries were made
at the Colonial Secretary’s office the
ofticer had approached a member of Par-
liament.

The Premier: Well, did he approach
you?

Mr. SWAN: That is my business.
Mr. Scaddan: Supposing he did, does
it matter?

Mr. SWAN did not propose to give in-
formation on demand. It was presump-
tion on the part of the under seeretary.
But even had the officer approached 2
member of Parliament, it was his perfeet
right to do so. There was a grievance
on the part of the department against
this officer because he had challenged the
department in the law courts to secure
justice when retiving from the police
foree.
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Mr. JOHNSON: There was no desire
on the part of the Opposition to do away
with these inspections. We should rather
inerease lhem. It was because of ihe
gross eruelty shown in the ease of Muys.
Mitchell that this branch was established,
but it would be better to have all the
children in one home directly under Gov-
ernntent  supervision and Governmentl
mailtenance.

The Premier: They are under super-
VISIoN now,

Mr. JOHNSON: But not as striel as
one would like to see it.  With bat twn
lady inspectors and 177 homes to visit
the visits were not trequent, and as the
work had to be done in a systematie way
a number of hoines knew when the in-
spectors were going to eall and made
arrangements accordingly. It would be
better to have the children cared for in a
State institulion.

Mr. Heitmann: Then we would need
150 women to (ake charge of them.

Mr. JACOBY : More use should be
made of the Waifs’ Home at Parkerville.
He did not favour the establishment of
a (fovernment institution, herause there

would bhe  slereotvped attendanee (hat
would he far more removed from the

ordinary attention of a mother than would
be gained in small homes. It was differ-
ent, however, at Parkerville, where the
women took up the work for the love of
it. The Government would have dilli-
culty in getting people like that. It was
remarkable how they succeeded at Park-
erville with the number of children thers.
The chil@ren were always of a cheerful
disposition and happy. He did not zay
a Guvernment institution founded fov the
purpose would fail, but it was risky, On
the other hand, at Parkerville we had
samething working satisfaetorily, and ihe
(lovernment might inerease the subsidy
{o ihe institution and let them take over
the State children now arranged for
nnder the boarding-oul system.

The PREMIER: The system adopted
was {he rerult of inquiries made throu:h-
ont the Commonwealth. Tt was foundd
that this svsiem, which was the So:h
Australian system. was the best te adopr.
The homes were ntilised. A\ certain nuni-
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ber of children were zent 10 Parkerville,
and there weve a number of infanis at
Subiaco awaiting suitable foster-mothers.
The environment of lhe home was better
than that of a public institution, and it was
beiler bringing up for the mfants to have
them cared for by a woman who perhaps
had one ov two of her own to look after
ai the same time. The system was work-
ing well, and if members would take the
time to make inquiries they would be per-
fectly satisfied with the good work being
done,

Nitling suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

{Mr. Jacoby teok the Chair.)

My, FOULKES: The Premier might
give consideration to the advisableness of
assisting the Children’s Protection Society
whicli had been established for a number
of years in Perth, and which complained,
and with justifieation, that tbey did not
get assistance from fhe Covernmenl with
regard to the work they were carrying
on.  The Premier wonld know that this
society carried on work sowewhat similar
to that performed by the State so far as
looking after children was concerned. It
was quite true that they received £30 from
the Treasury in aid of their erdche fund,
but they would like some further assist-
anee from the Government to enable them
lo earry on their work more exiensively.
The society raised at ibe present bime
something like £1,200 per annom towards
paying for the boarding-out of a number
of children, and they had no fewer thar
37 homes which they inspecied periodi-
cally, and they also had about 100 child-
ren to look after. The Colonial Secretary
had refused to give them further assist-
ance. but it was te be hoped the Premier
would not agree with the attitude of his
colleazne.

(Mr. Taylor resumed the Chair.)

Mr. ANGWIX: The Premier might
give some information regavding the

mothers of children, and {he assistance
rendered o them to enable them to look
afier their own children. Ti was custom-
arv if a mother was left with several
ehildien that she was nol able to main-
tain. tn hand the ehildren over to the
State who hoavded them out and paid
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for their maintenance. But the State did
not make it a practice of boarding the
children out to the mother. If the Siate
would do that they would in that way
assist to keep the family together. The
matter was one that the Premier might
look into.

The PREMIER: With regard to the
request made by the member for Clare-
meont, he was aware that a number of
ladies took an aetive interest in the wel-
Fare of the children. but he was not aware
that a number of children were boarded
out by that society. The Government had
given some assistance to this soeciety to-
wards their créehe, and he believed this
was a very admirable institution, and he
was pleased to be able to give it some
shight assistance, He doubted whether if
would be advisable to assist the institu-
tion tu the direction of earrying out work
which was exactly the same as that per-
formed by the State department. He
would consult with his colleague, the Col-
onial Secretary. and see what he had to
say about if. Tt seemed inadvisable to
subsidise a private body who was doing
the work that the State were doing. With
regard to the matter mentioned by the
member for East Fremantle, if a woman
or a widow who was in destitute cireum-
stances was left with ehildren, she would
receive ontdoor relief to enable her teo
take cave of her own children. If she
were irresponsible, or bad, the children
would be iaken from her, and then they
would hecome wards of the Siate, if the
term eonld be nsed, and they were looked
after in the same way as children who
had no parents.

Mr. ANGWIN: Tf the woman was un-
able to look after her own echildren for
want of means. she wonld hand them
over to the State,

The Premier: She cannot do fhat.

Mr. ANGWIN: There were instances
where children had been hoarded ouf, and
the people to whom they were boarded
were allowed the full amount for main-
tenance.

The Premier: Only in the event of the
mother neglecting them.

My, ANGWIX: This was done in fhe
ease where the mother eould not maintain
her children on acconnt of the family
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being too lorge. What he asked was that
the department should leok after these
ehildren and hoard them out {0 the mother
who shoald be allowed so mueh per week,

Vote pui and passed.

Vote—Iisheries, £1,685:

Mr. PRICE: 'The Premier was asked to
indieate whether the Government would
be prepared te alter the Fisheries Act in
the divection of allowing settlers to seeure
fish for their own consnmption, but he
ridieuled the idea.

The Premier:
thing.

Mr. PRICE: The Premier certainly did
ridicule the idea when he (Mr. Price)
mentioned that settlers should be given
permissien to obtain fAsh for their own

L never ridiecule any-

consumption, The ex-Premier (Sir
Newton Moore) when the matter was
browght uuder his nolice expressed

himself as favourable to the sugges-
tion, and if he had remained in office
no donbt some steps would have
been taken in the direction asked.
It might be, of course, that the late Pre-
mier was more favourably inelined fo
give the seltlers that advantage than was
the present Premier. There also ap-
peared to be an idea in the department
that all that was necessary was to close
the waters. The Terth waters were elosed
up, and what was the result? No city in
Australin had a worse fish supply than
Perlh, simply because the Government
were doing all they could to prevent the
fishermen from eatehing the fish and
placing them on the market. He wanted
an expression of opinion as tu whether
the Minister was prepared {o alter the
Act in the direction he had indicated, for
the benefit of the settlers along the hanks
of rivers,

The PREMIER: If the hon, member
referred to net fishing in closed waters,
there could be no promise that any altera-
tion would be made. Tt would be idle (o
close waters against net fishing, and ihen
to give special permits to particular peo-
ple. Tf certain waters were closed against
net fishing, no one should be allowed to
have a license to catch fish with nets. [
that were done the waters might as well
be left open altoether. Tt would he im-
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possible to confine a settler to catehing
only the fish whieh he required for his
own ¢onsumption if he used a ner.  He
might catel ten times mwore than pe re-
quired, and naturally he would sell the
surplus. All the fish the settler required
for his own consumption he could catch
with a line, but to allow any settler, be-
canse he happened to be close to closed
walers, lo drag the river wilh nets would
be absurd and detrimental to the interests
of the State as a whole. Perth water, for
instance, was closed against net fishing,
and surely becanse a man was living at
Appleeross, he was not to have the right
to net in the river at all seasons. While
he eould not promise any legislation deal-
ing with the matter, he would underiake
to consult the expert officers of the depart-
ment as to what they thought should be
done. It was necessary 1o close the waters
for some seasons against net fishing, and
in some cases to prohibit net fishing alto-
gether, Perth water and Melville water
had been almost denuded of fish some
vears ago, and it had been necessary to
stop net fishing in order that the river
might hecome restocked.

My, PRICE: The Premier had east an
undue reflection upon the settlers in sug-
gesting that if they were allowed a per-
mit to eaich fish for themselves they would
cateh more than they required and sell
them, thus becomiung law-breakers.

The Premier: If they use nets they are
bound to cateh quantities that they ean-
not consnme,

Mr. PRICE: If the settlers were eatch-
ing fish for their own consumption, and
knew that if they attempted to sell them
their permit would be withdrawn, they
would not be likely 1o take that risk.

Mr. SWAN: It was impossible to get a
satisfactory fish supply at reasonable
prices in the city, and that was said to be
largely due to the nnnecessary restrietions
placed on net fOshing in the Swan river.
Frequently fishermen, who were trying to
make a living in the river, had heen
brought before the police ecourt, and the
magistrate had stated that he was bound
to fine them although lhe did not regard
the charge seriously. Whilst admitting
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that it was necessary to prohibit netting
for certain periods of the year, he con-
sidered that there was room for a relaxa-
tion of the present regulations in that re-
gard.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Friendly Societies and Indusirigl
Arbitration, £3,406—agreed to.
Vote—Gaols, £38,237:

Ttem. Comptreller General of Prisons,
£250.

Mr. HEITMANN: There seemed to be
a large number of highly paid officinls
in  the department, The Comptroller
General was in receipt of a salary of £250
in addition to the £550 which he received
as Sheriff. There was alse a superinten-
dent, whose salary was proposed to be in-
creased by £45. Members should know
what were the duties of these officers, and
particularly of the one who appeared to
be merely a general supervisor without
anything in particular to do.

The PREMIER: The Comptrolier
General was like the under-secretary of a
department and controlled the whole of
the prisons in the State from Wyndham
in the north to the far south. The super-
intendent was ryeally in charge of Fre-
mantle gaol and Rottnest prison. Both
positions were highly necessary.

Mr. Heitmann : The Comptroller Gene-
ral holds two positions, and is his pay pro-
portioned to the work he does in each?

The PREMIER: The salary of £250
was what had been allotted to the position
of Complroller General. As Shertff M.
Burt had to see that the orders of the
court. were carried out; he was in charge
of all the prisoners throughout the State,
and if a man was ordered to be hanged
he had to see that that order was carried
out, As to whether he was the right man
in the position he did not wish to discuss.
So far as he knew the present officer had
always attended to his duties, and cer-
tainly the position was necessary.

Mr. Collier: Does he earry out the
duties of Sheriff?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Scaddan: No, he does not; he does
not attend to hangings,
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The PREMIER: Of cowse the Sheriff
uppointed a deputy to see men hung.
Surely the hon. member wonld not drag
the Sheriff oul of bed to see every hang-
ing, In no portion of the Empire was a
sheriff compelled to personally attend ex-
ecutions. He was always allowed o ap-
point a depnty.

Mr. ANGWIN: The conduct of the
Comptroller General was very unsatis-
factory, partienlarly his actions of late.
tie beiieved that that officer had led the
Minister astray in the past, and therefore
re moved—

That the item be reduced by £50,
Mr. BOLTON: The amendment should

be carried. This gentleman had been a
nuisance ever sinece he had been in the

position. THe had caused a good deal of
diseonteni amongst the gaol officials

throughont the State. The Cowmptroller
General seemed to consider it his dnty to
2o to Fremantle, line the warders up, and
talk to them like childven. That was nof
the doiy of the Comptroller General.

Mr. Scaddan: He will not even allow
the superintendent to come to Perth with-
out getting his perruission,

Mr. BOLTON: That was this gentle-
man’s opinion of dignity. This officer was
about due for retirement and the sooner
he was retired and received a pension the
better for the Stale.

Amendment put and a division called
for.

Mr. GORDON: Before the vole was
taken he would like to draw the attention
of the Chair to the fact that a pair had
heen promised to ¥Mr. Male during his ah-
sence, and the Opposition could only
count twenty to-day aecording to the pro-
mised pairs.

The CHAIRMAN: No nofice conld be
taken of pairs, he could only take notice
of the division lists when handed up by
the tellers.

Division resulted as follows:—
Ayes R . ..o 20
Noes e . ..o21

Majority against ., 1
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Avis.
Mr. Angwin Mr. MeDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Bolton Mr, Prlce
Mr, Collier Mr. Scaddaa
Mr. GIIL Mr. Swan
Mr. Gourley Mr, Walker
Mr, Heltmann Mr. Ware
Mr., Holman Mr. A, A. Wilson
Mr. Horan Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson {Teiler).
Mr. Jobnson
Nous,
Mr. Brown Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Butcher Mr. Layman
Mr. Carson Mr. Mitlchell
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Mooger
Mr, Dagligh Mr. B, F. Moore .
Mr, Davies Mr. Nanson
Mr. Draper Mr. Oshorn
Mr. Foulxes Mr. Plesse
Mr. Gregory Mr. F. Wllson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Gordon
Mr. Harper (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. HOLMAN: Had an inquiry been
held into the recent statement in this
Chamber about the Comptroller of Pvi.
sons? Tt was shown that this officer.
withont doubt, had wilfully misled the
Minister, and out of conrtesy members
should have received some explanation.
When the motion dealing with Warder
Wise was before the House it was stated,
and proved to his (Mr. Holman’s) mind,
that this officer, without doubt, misled the
Colonial Seeretary; had any inquiry or
information been sought on this matter,
if not there had been neglect of duty,
and one could only come to the counclusion
that it did not matter what was done or
said in the House, as long as it did mot
suit the Government to make inquiry, the
matter was allowed to drop.

The PREMIER: Onpe was not prepared
to accept offhand the assurance of the
member that the Comptroller of Prisons
had misled the Minister, but he did re-
member that he had told the House that
lie had under consideration the appoint-
ment of a Commissioner, if he could wet
an expert in prison management, to in-
quire into the working of the management
of the prisons of this State, He had on
one or two oceasions referved the matter
to his eolleague, who was now busy in-
quiring whether an officer, who had in-
quired into the Pentridge prisou in Vie-
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toria, and who was recognised as an ex-
pert, was available, in order to have a full
and exhapstive inquiry into the manage-
ment of the prisons here.

Ar. Holman: I referred to the recent
Warder Wise case.

The PREMIER: If the Government
conld get hold of this expert officer——

Mr. Hudson: Why go outside the State,
why not do something yourselves?!

The PREMIER: The purpose was to
have the whole system of prison manage-
ment inquired into, and if he could get
an expert officer, in whom we could have
explicit confidence, then the inquiry would
be held by that officer. Ie did not know
whether the Minisler had had any com-
munication with the Comptroller General
or any explanation from him with regard
to the matier, but he was not prepared
to aceept the assertion that the Minister
had been wilfully misled by the Comp-
troller General of Prisons.

Mr. COLLIER: If the Minister con-
trolling this department would show a
little energy and backbone there would be
no need for half the mguiries which were
held, but the manner in which this de-
partment was run was characteristic of
the manner in which all the departments
under the control of this Minister were
run.  He was such a putty man that he
wonld aceept the information of an office
boy rather than do anvihing himself. The
complaint about the gaols had heen made
year afier year and the same old reply
was veceived from the Premier that he
would refer the matier fo his eolleagne,
or that his colleagne eontemplated making
an inquiry delegating his duty fo some-
body outside. Tt was some years ago since
complaint was made as to the wav in
whieh the officers of this department were
treated when charges were laid against
them. Tt was such a simple matter that
required no inquiry from outside the
prison.  The practice of the depariment
was one that prevented any aceunsed per-
son getting a Tair trial. He (Mr. Collier)
had before him a case where a makron
wos dismissed by My, Burt, the Comp-
troller General. and that dismissal was
approved by the Colonial Seeretary. The
person concerned wrote a lengthy state-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ment {o the Colonial Seeretary saying that
she had been unjustly dealt with and ask-
ing that she should have a further inguiry,
and the Colonial Secretary, as usual, re-
ferred the matier to Mr. Burt, who gener-
ously consenied to again hear the case.
This woman stated that she wrote to the
Colonial Seerelary asking for an mguiry
and the Colonial Secretary replied stating
that an inquiry would be held. .\t once
she engaged Mr, Penny, the solicitor, 1o
conduet the inquiry on her behalf, and
at noon on the date of the inguiry Mr.
Penny notified her that AMr. Burt wonld
nol allow counsel to appear, so the woman
proceeded to Fremantle alone. There she
wmade appliention to be allowed to appear
by counsel. Mr. Burt asked her where hev
counsel was as he could not wait there
all day for the vounsel. The woman re-
plied that her counsel would have been
there only he had been informed that le
would not be admitied. The woman then
asked that the resident magistrate at Fre-
manile, or somehody diseonnccted with
the prison, should hold the inquiry, but
My. Burt said that he himself intended to
hold the inquiry. This was unfair as Mr.
Burt himself retived her from the service
and the issne was a foregone conelusion
when he himself would hold the inguiry.
The inquiry was held by Mr. Burt and the
woman had no witnesses, not thinking the
inquiry would be held. Afterwards she
received a letler from the Colonial Seere-
tary informing her that the deeision pre-
viously arrived at was just and righi.

Flie *remier: Does the hon. member
say the deeision was wrong?

Mr. COLLTER: Tt was an absurd in-
aniry,

The Premier: Have you satisfied your-
self that it was wrong?

Mr. COLLIER: Whether nrght or
wrong the method of itnquiry was wrong
and the principle was wrong. A person
was dismissed by one in anthority and the
same person held an inquiry, it was sob-
versive nltogether of the principle of
British jusiice. That was the way in-
yuiries were always held in the prison, the
appeal heing to the person who had dis-
missed the appellant, For the informa-
tion of the Premier he might say he had
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made inquiries and so far as he bad been
able to ascertain the facts—admittedly
he had not the whole of them—Dle was
satisfied an injustice had been done in
this particular ease. In any event, as he
had said before, it was not a proper
method of inquiry.

The PREMIELR: Presuably this lady
~he was not acquainfed with the ¢ase re-
ferred to—had heen discharged by the
superintendent of the gaol.

My, Collier: By the Comptroller Gen-
eral. .

The PREMLER: Not hy the Comptrol-
ler Geueral in the first place.  The super-
intenddent would =uspend and lay the
chavge, and then 1he Compiroller Geneeal,
as an onlside official, wonld come in and
listen fo the charge and confirm, or per-
haps make the disnissal. The lady had
complained of not having had a fair hear-
ing and had gone to the Minister, who had
=aid that it <he had furlher evidence to
bring forward he would arant her a fur-
ther inquiry. and would ask Lhe Comp-
troller General to sit again with the object
of giving the Iady a chanee of bringing
further evidence, And the Comptroller
Genernl had gone into that fwriher evi-
dence and af its conclusion declared that
e cauld see no reason to alter his deei-
sion.

Mr. Heitmann: Naturally.

The PREMIER: It was not at all a
case of “naturally.” for the Comptroller
General had no interest whatever in the
matter. and if the furiher evidence had
Justified him in changing his decision he
would liave done so.

My, Collier: Do you approve of that
=vetem?

The PREMTER: Ceriainly. the pro-
cedure was n right one. In this ease (he
Comptroller General was nnt ihe person
argrieved. Possibly not even the superin-
tendent was ngurieved; 3t mighl have heen
one of the warders whn was the agerieved
person. Did the hon. memher wish to in-
fer that we should have an outside trib-
unal to hear every ease of this descrip-
ttom?

My, Collier: Tn a caze of dismissal. ves.

The PREMIER : T would he snhverzive
of all dizeipline. Surely confidence could
be reposed in the Complroller General, Tf

[93]
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not, the sooner we got vid of the whele
system the better. He would strongly de-
precate this continual bringing of per-
sonal grievances betore the House. The
hon, member had adwitted not bhaving
all the facts in his pussession. yet he had
declarved that the lady  was  unjustly
Lreated.

Me, Coflier: 1 have raken the complete
facts to the Minister at other times and
received o salisFaction at all

The PRIMINER : Perhaps in those other
casex there had been no justification for
complaint. However, he would allow the
hen. wember see the papers in this case
and o thoroughly ‘inte it tor himself. He
Jdidd nor kirew the lady, but he understood
fheve were many eases aczainst her befove
thiz had come on, If the treatment of the
vase of Warder Wise month afrer month
wag a taiv eriterion of the way {hese mat-
ters were stimng out, with inquiry after
inguiry., all he could =ay was (hat the
Conplroller (teneral was 100 slaw, When
the Compitroller General enme o the ¢on-
clugion that an employvee was not doing
his duty by the Stale he chould get rid
of him. A commission of inquiry might
have a =alutary effeer.

Mr. ANGWIN: Why shoald nol these
erievances he brought belore the House?
What were members here for bul fo pass
ihe salaries of (hese officers who were not
doing 1heir duty? There was no doubt the
Complreller General was the wronge man
for his position, and the sommer he was
vemoved the hetter. (f the U'remier would
but speak straighi he (the Prewmier)
would he found to be of ihe same opiniow.

The Premier: 1 never said so.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Premier had said
as mueh only n moment earlier.

The Premier: No, T did nol.

AMr. ANGWIN: The Premier had said
le would appoinf a eommisston io inguire
into the administration of the gaol. Would
the Premier o to the extent of appoint-
ing a eommission if he thought there waz
nothing wrong in the gaol? The dissatis-
faction existing in the gnol had heen
Lrought before the Minister long hefore
the Warder Wise case cropped up, The
trouble over that case had been that Wise
was a secretary of a number of men who
desived justice, and to met over the diffi-
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culty the Comptroller General had told a
lie to the Minister.

Mr. Bolton: There is ne doubt about it,

Mr, ANGWIN: I was a pity we could
not reduce this vote by way of an insirue-
tHou to the Govermment in regard (o the
Cowmptroller General, and by way of
showing thai in the opinion of the House
this officer should be pensioned off en-
tirelv. It would be beneficial to the State
if this were done. Other oificers in the de-
partment irying to de their duly were
condemned by this officer. The aciivus of
this officer of late had been sueh that no
matler what commission of investigation
the Premier might appoint, the men em-
ploved in the gaol would not dare to put
the true facls hetore the conunissioner;
becanse if they did so My, Burt would re-
move them. Unfortunately ihe Minister
controlling the deparimeni happened to
he situated in another place. and perhaps
it was a good job for that Minister that
he was,  No other member of the present
Cabinel was dictated so mueh 10 by his
ofticers a< was the Colonial Seevetarvy. I
a dummy man were put in the position of
the Colonial Secretary he would do just
as well.

Tiem, Superintendent {Fremauntle pri-
soir}. £

Mr. HOLMAN : Admittedly this oflicer
had satisfactorily filled lis pozition, but it
would he interesting io hear from the
Minister whether it was the mrention of
thiz officer 1o continne at his post, or
whether the inerease of £43 had heen
mven him in order to provide a higher
pension when e vetived. Tle (Mr. Hol-
man) had invariably been ireated with
courlesy by this officer when visiting the
gaol, but, of eourse, he was not in a posi-
tion to speak of the qualily of [his offi-
cer’s administration, Tn any caze. M was
not a wood poliey lo give large inereases
to highly salaried officers on the eve of
their retivement.

The PREMIER: This officer, Mr.
George, had been all his life a very faith-
ful servant of the State.

Mr. Holman: We do not doubt fhal.

The PREMTER: It was not often the
hon. member was venerons enongh Lo ad-
mit as mmeh. My, Georee had heen over
40 years in the service of ihe State. Many
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times he lad suffered bodily injury in
pursuance of his dulies, and of late had
been very dangerensly ill, in fact, his life
was despaived of. 1t was understood Mr,
George wished tu retire, and if for no
other reasun—althougly rhat was not the
reasuon why (he inerease had heen given—
than (hat he should enjoy the full benefif
of his peusion on the maximum of his
position, he {the [’vemier} would have
felt amply justified in granting this in-
crease, Evervone who lind taken the
trowble to visit the prison had come away
with the highest commendation for what
they had seen there. He had in black and
white the hon. member's appreciation of
the work of this officer, The member for
Murchison wrole this vegnrding the gaol—

T have inspected the prison to-day
and found everything elean and in good
order, and Lasted ihe food, whieh is
well cooked and of excellent quality,
and I am pleased to place on record my
appreciation of lhe efforts made to
look affer the prisoners’ interests by
teacling them trades. Having wvisited
the prison before and having come to
the prison again fo-day withont notice,
I am satisfied everything is being done
in the intevests of good work.

The member for Mt. Magnet wrote—
“We visited the prison without notice and
are surprised at the general excellence.”
Mr. Needham on the 25th August, 1905,
wrote thal he had inspected the prison
and found evervthing in first-class con-
dition, the food exeellent, and the sanifary
arrangements perfect, and that the man-
ner in which the prisoners were looked
after. hoth from a spiritual and temporal
point of view, had Iris highest apprecia-
tion: also thal he liad visiled the prison
without notice but, notwithstanding.
found everything in perfeet order. Then
the leader of the Opposition wrote—

I find after several visits that
every effort i=s being made by the offi-
clals to improve the conditionz, and be-
lieve that there is little reason for eom-
vlaints at the lreaiment of the men.
The workshops are all well managed
and icepl serupulously clean,

The member for Brown Hill wrote on the
occasion of his first visit expressing his
hearty appreciation of 1the eleanliness and
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evident good order of the institution, that
he was deeply interested and felt sure
ihat the conduct of the prison reflected
eredit on the superintendent and officers
alike. As an official visitor at a later date
the hon. member wrofe—

I have found the prison in its usnal
zood order. T must express my pleas-
ure at a printing office having heen
added to the number of workshops.

The Hon. B. C. O'Brien wrote on lis first
visit that the thorough wmanner in whieh
he found everything was quite a revela-
tion to him.

Mr. Price: What i= the objiect of these
records?

The PREMIER: To prove the prison
was well and elliciently conducted and
that the officers were doing their duty and
were entilled Lo all the consideration the
Committee were going to give them.

Mr. Seaddan: You must have antiei-
rated an attack.

The PREMIER always anticipated that
and was always ready to repel any attack.
The member for East Fremantle on the
occasion of his first visit said it was par-
ticularly pleasing to see not only the
cells bul also the grounds in such good
order; that the workshops were splendid,
for the reform of prisoners, and that
rreat eredit was due to the officers in their
efforts to reelaim those who had taken a
false step. Then the member for Guild-
ford wrote expressing interest at the
progress made in improvements, and that
he was more than pleased at the efforts
being made to make the prison rvevenne-
producing or at all events self-support-
ing. Mr. Needham also, after an absence
nf eighteen months, spoke of the insti-
tution in the helght of commendation,
and the member for Cue on his first visi
wrote. “Very mueh impressed. especially
al the elean state of everything; every-
thing appears to be in good order.”
The member for Mt. Magnet gave another
testimony saving, “A visit to this instito-
tion is an education; I am pleased with
the efficiency and order obtainine.” The
member for Sonth Fremantle visited the
institution in company with the snperin-
tendent and was more than surnrised to
witness the various works ecarried on and
al the apparent good treatment of those
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confined in the wards. The leader of the
Opposition again on another oecasion
testified to the general good order and
cleanliness throughout, and expressed his
agreeable surprise to find that where so
many men were kept the hospital was
empty. The hon. member said the men
appeared to be content and attributed it
to their having light agreeable work in
the shops. The hon. wember was glad to
hear that the new building for separate
treatment was opened, as it was a much
needed veform in prison work. The hon.
member for Bonlder in 1908 had “pleasure
in staling that everyihing appeared to be
in a high state of efficiency. while Mr.
Gienrze was to be complimented upon his
management, particularly in regard to the
erading of first offenders.” The member
for Hannang, who would nol record any-
thing he did nol honestly believe, wrote,
“T am pleased to have had an opportunity
of looking over lthe prison. Mr. George
is to he commended upon the up-to-date
appearance of the insfitulion.” And the
member for Leonora could not speak too
lighly of the “order and cleanliness of the
whole surroundings, which reflected high
credit on the whole staff” The member
for East Fremantle twelve months ago
wrote that he was well pleased with the
conditions and that the food was splendid,
especially the bread, also that the condi-
tion of lhe prisoners was very creditable
to the officers in eharge. The ex-Premier,
Sir Newton Moore, visited the institution
at the early part of Lhe xear and recorded
his appreciation of the manner in which
the officials apparently ecarried out their
funections; that the eonditions generally
were excellent, and the food wholesome,
and that everything reflected credit upon
the responsible officers. The leader of the
Opposition again in June last recorded
his appreciation of the manner in which
the prison was conducted, “that it ap-
peared even more orderly and eleanly
than on any previons visit”; whilst the
member for Boulder about the same time
was impressed with “the order and clean-
liness throunghout.” What more could we
want than these testimonials? Tt ap-
peared to be an ideal institution, and
there should be no objeclion to the in-

crease in the salary of the superintendent.
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Mr, HOLMAN : The remarks made by
him five vears age with regard to this
prison were exactly what he said to-night.
His opposition was mevely to the bad
system of inereasing a man’s salary on
the eve of his retirement in order fo in-
crease his pension.

.The Premier: After torly vears' ser-
vice would we not he justlified in doing it?

Mr. HOLMAN: But the system was

had. No one could complain about ihe
officer. Although there were complaints

of distwrhances having taken place, mem-
bers cowdd only speak of fthings as they
found thewm. The time had arrvived for
some advanced work in connection with
prisons. more partieularly in regard to
reclumation. In Japan the prisoners
were trented hetier than we treated ours.

The Premier: That is not so.

Mr. HOLMAN: Tt was {he case aceord-
ing fo what one read. In Ameriea some
very good work in the way of reforma-
fion was done. especially amoug voung
priseners, and they were a long way
ahead of this State. In spite of the good
work which had been done ai Fremantle
there was room for much improvement.
He would like to know why this officer had
heen kept in the =ervice until the present
time when he had completely run himself
oni. He should have been allowed to re-
tire two years ago when he was anxions
to leave the service. What had transpired
showed that the eriticism which had been
levelled against the department had been
Eair.

Mr. TROY: The remarks of the mem-
bers of the Oppesition had nothing to do
with the grievances of the officers in the
prizon.  Members knew nothing of the
conduct of the prison other than what
thex «aw in regard to its eleanliness and
ifs appearance and efficiency.

The Premier:
superinfendent?

Mr. TROY: As far as that was eon-
cerned he would he the last to conderan
the saperintiendent, and he had never ut-
tered a word of condemnation against
that officer. As far as the appearance of
the zaol was coneerned he had always
been struck with its eleanliness and the
order maintained in the prison. There

Do vou econdemn the
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was nothiong to condemn from that
standpoint. but members were not diseus-
ging that. Whatever criticism there had
been, had been levelled at the Comptroller
(ieneral and not the superiniendent. The
Comptroller CGieneral deserved all  the
eriticism,

Hem, Religious instructors, £300.

Mr, HEITMANYN: There were two re-
ligions instrociors, one at £173. and one
al £125, and the former had ¢uarters,
warer and sauitation. He was nol aware
that there were resident clergyvmen al the
raol.

My, Bollon: Ol yes. for many years.

Mr. HETTMANN: it seemed an ex-
rraordinary thing that a man shonld have
o bay his religion,

The Premier: No one is buying reli-
wion: these rveliginus instructors are heing
paid by the Siate.

My, HETTMANN: There wag a matron
at the zaol whose dulies were, no doubf.
arduous, and whn was receiving £100, and
there were others receiving £30, £80, and
£75, whilst fhese velivions instruelors,
whose dnties wonld not take more than
two or three honrs a day. received £175
and quarters., and £125. There was no
objeetion to paying a deeent salarv to
these gentlemen, but he claimed that those
who were doing lhe hard work should
also be ireated well. When it came to a
man having to buy relieion. or even when
it eame to forveing religion down a mar’s
throat whether he liked it.or nof, it was
pretty tough.

Mr. SCADDAN : The Premier might
wive some mformation in rezard to the
duties of these religious instructors; were
they expected to visit Rottnest periodi-
cally. and did they hold services there, or
did they merely take n trip to Rotinest
to fish?

The Premier: They visit Rottnest agdl
hold services there.

Mr. SCADDAN: Did they ever leave
the “Penguin” when they went to Rott-
nest ?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. SCADDAN: TF the Premier made
inquiries e wounld find that that was not
80,

Mr. Bolton: The Premier's information
ix uot eoreect,
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Mr. SCADDAN: One of these gentle-
men was seen by lim {(3r. Seaddan)
going over lo Rottnest on iwo occasions.
and ou neither had he left the beat.

The Premier: Perhaps he was so ill that
he corld not lamd.

Mr. SCADDAN: Could not land—any
fish.

[tem, Warders, £7422,

Mr. ANGWIXN: [n February, 1909, the
PPremier made a definite stateent with
regard to warders: they were to be al-
lowed certain privileges, and ameng them
sanitation was to be free, and the Pre-
mier declared then that they would be
pul on the same footing as from the 1st
July following. and added that if the
superintendent got services free so
should the warders. If we looked at the
footnote to the item it would be found
that while the Soperintendent got his ser-
vices free the Premier had not kept his
word with the warders, who were obliged
to pay. This was equal to a rednetion of
their =alary. The Premier should see
that Lhe promise he made was fulfilled.

The PREMIER: The promise would
certainly be carried out, and he was only
sorry that the member for East I're-
mantle did not bring the matter under
his notice hefore,

Mr., Johnson: Will you make it retro-
spective?

The PREM1ER: Certainly it would be
carried ont as from the Ist July of last
vear; instrnetions would be issned accord-
ingly.

Mr, SCADDAN: The Premier might
make a statement with regard to prisoners
at Rottnest. In view of the fact that Lhe
istand was being thrown open for tour-
iste, was it proposed to keep white
prisoners on this island, and was it desic-
able to allow them to roam about with
their uniforms branded with tle broad
arrow, This brand might just as easily
he placed on the inside as on the outside
of the uniform. Tt was disgraceful any-
how to allow prisoners to roam about ihe
island with these uniforms. It was a
good conduet station and the practice
should be stopped.

The PREMIER: As he did not have
any definite information with regard to
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the matter, he would have a eonversation
wilh his colleagues. He was awarve, how-
ever, that it was the intention almosi
hnmediately to remove all the prisoners
from Rottnest and leave only a certain
nunther of aborigines there to carry on
the improvement work. There were only
abont 20 white prisoners there and they
wonld all come back to Fremantle,

AMr, SCADDAN: The Premier had
taken no uotice of Lhe point in regard to
the branding of the prisoners’ clothing.

The Premier: I will inguire intu that.

Mr. SCADDAN: It ecertainly should
be pui into effect hefore ('luistmas. They
were good-canduct men, and the branding
of the clothes inside instead of outside
would make no difference.  Wounld the
Premier 1el) the Commitice whal was to
be done in regavd to the salary of the
gaoler al Rottnest, an officer who was
kept going from daylight till dark. and
who had all sorts of duties to perform
outside those pertaining to lis posilion
as gaoler! The salary he received was
absurdly inadequate. The officer was
acting as postmaster for the island and
was, in addition, earrving on a large
ammount of valuable smrvey work.

The PREMIER: Certainly the gacler
in charge al Rottnest was a most excel-
lent officer, and it was a pity he was not
in a better position earrying greater
responsibility,  Admittedly the salary
was not what would be paid to a foreman
earrying on the work fthis gaoler was
doing. At the same time this officer was
the highest paid gaoler in the service al-
though, of course, that was not saying
very Jauch. He {the Premier) would
make a note of this, for there was no
ofiicer in a similar position whose serviees
he appreeciated more.

Vote put and passed.

{Br. Foulkes took the Chwiv.)

Vote—Harbour and Light, £27,407:

Mr. BOLTON : Some years ago the sig-
nalmen now stationed at Acthur’s Head
were engaged under an agreement, the
terms of which set ont thai ihe net salary
should he £120, uniform £5, gnarters £48,
wood, water, and sanitation, £12, or a
total of £185. For a few years the terms
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of the agreement had been faithfully ob-
served but about 12 months age the quar-
ters occupied by these signalmen were
taken from them. and rhev were placed
in soe hon=e 1ented by the tiovernment.
On the 23rd November he had asked the
Premier the following questions:—

1. Are the men engared at the Sig-
nal Station at Arthw’s  Head,  ¥re-
mantle, provided with quarievs? 2, If
g0, are they residing in State owned
houses? 3, If not. from whom are the
(Giovernment renting houses to provide
accommadation  for  the above-men-
tioned men? 4, What amount of rent
is heing paid per week by the Govern-

- ment for eaeh louse sv rented !
Po those questions the Premier rveplied—

N Yes 2, No. 3 awd 4 The ac-
commadation is nol provided by the
Government. but hy the Fremantle Har-
howr Prust, who rent three houses at
10z, 2 week each from Messvs. 1. & W,
Baieman, of Fremantle.

The quarters ocenpied by these men repre-
-sented a reduetion in salary of £22 a vear,
and this after all their vears of service.
It was nothing short of robbing the men
of £22 a year, becauge under the agree-
ment their quavters had been allowed at
£48, whereas now they were oecupying
quarters valued at £26. These men had
tried all channels of redress and could
not get any definite information from the
Minister. There was another grievance
from the same men, It would be remem-
‘bered that on the demise of the late King
all memhbers of the P'ublic Service had
been wzranted a daxv’s leave, known as
mourning  day. These signalmen were
prohably the ouly servants of the State
who were noi given that leave, and when
they applied for a dav’s leave in lien of
that particular dav they received the fol-
lowing curt reply. signed “F. W. B.
Stevens, seeretary’—-

I do not conenr in the coniention of
the signalman and lightkeeper. that be-
eanse they have (o work on the day set
aparf as a day of monrning for the late
King. and also upen the day of his
burial, they should be given days in
lien thereof. or paid in lieu thereof. T
take it that these days have been termed
holidays only in a eolloquial sense: that

[ASSEMBLY.}

these are not days set apart for peo.
pie’s pleasure, and if it so happens that
a man, by foree of circumstances, is
oblized to do bis mourning while at
work, rather than while not at work,
this should not make him any the less
a loyval subject, or interfere with the
depth of s grief. In our maintenance
gangs here we have allowed those men
whose presence on the works were not
absolutely essential to go on these twa
days, but any man whose presenve was
essenfial has had to come to his work
as usual, and has not received move
than his vrdinary time. 1 think the re-
quest made by the signalman and light-
keeper has been made under a miscon-
ception ; they construed the word “holi-
day” into a day of leisure, whereas my
reading of it is that it is something
quite different to that,

“That was a most ridiculous letter to send

to men who were only ¢laiming what all
the other Stale emplovees had received,
namely, a holiday where 1t could nei be
granted, or additional leave in lien when
they were raking their annual holidays,
Thai, added to the loss of £32 a year. was
something thai the Premier should inguive
inlo. The late Premier had promised io
look inio (he maiter, and it was revived
now because the presenl Premier would
surely admit rhat there was an injustice.

The PREMIER : These signnhmen were
under the Harbomr Trust, and did not
rome under the eontrol of the Colonial
Secvetary dirvectly, Tf {he hon, member
would let him have a eopy of that agree-
ment, he would inquire into the eom-
pMlaint.  Certainly if those men had heen
engaced under agreement, and that acree-
ment had not been ecanecelled by due notice,
they should have the ferms of the avree-
ment, no matter what they were. Tn re-
gard o the hotiday, it seemed rarther hard
to have to pay men for expressing crrict
at the demise of a sovereiyn.

Mr. Seaddan: Thai iz just how you
make disloval subjects.

The PREMIER: [t was nor to he he-
lieved that subjects were made disloval on
that aceount. Tf n man had to be kept
at his post on the day of mourning he
deubted whether paying him extra money,
or giving him another day off, wa< a wise
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procedure. It was not a severe test of
loyalty if we were going to pay the men
who were put off their work on the day of
mourning. He would have liked to have
seen the men get the holiday on the day
set apart, but if they could not be spared
he doubted whether it was wise to give
them an extra half sovereign instead of
the leave they would have received.

My, Price: Was it the iniention of the
Government to assist as far as possible
in the formation of harbour boards at the
prineipal ports of the State?

The PREMIER : Where it was deemed
advisable to have harbouwrs placed under
the control of such hoards, he was quite
prepared to assist in their formation. The
hon. member referrved, of course, to Al-
bany. TIn an interview with the Mayor
and councillors of Albany eacvly this year,
he had promised that he would consider a
suggestion that a board should be ap-
pointed for that port. He was still pre-
pared io give consideration to the mat-
ter, bnt he did not know that the hand-
ing of the control of harbours over to
boards was an unqualified sunceess. He
was not going to say that the board at
Bunbury was not a sucecess, but he doubted
if the advantages which it gave were as
great as had been anticipated. It was
therefore questionable as to whether it
would be an advantage to Adbany to have
a board controlling the harbour there,
However, he was prepared io consider the
whole matter again. TPerhaps the hon.
member would interview the Colonial See-
retary and see how far he had gone in
the malter,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Immigration, Tourist, and Gen-
eral Information Department, £6,247:
_AMr. SCADDAN: Tt was due to the
Commitiee that the Premier shonld make
some stafement in regard to the formation
of this new department. There appeared
to be a biz increase in the expenditure,
and considerable extension of the powers
of the department,

The PREMIER: This department had
been formed during the present year, and
inclnded not only immigration but also
the tourist and eaves boards, which were
originally a separate institution. Whilst
the estimated expenditure was set down
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at £6,247 it was anticipated that there
would be a revenune of £3,000 to set
against that amount.

Mr. Seaddan: How do yon make that
revenue?

The PREMIER: The revenue would be
provided by fees that were eharged and
the coupons for the fours which were
organised and carried out., There would
also be the rent of the Caves house, or
the profits which aecruved from the run-
ning of that establishment. Mr. Neville
had been appointed by the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner from the Colonial See-
retary’s Department to take charge of
this new sub-department, which wounld
also include Mr. Crawcowr the Immigra-
tion Officer at Fremantle, who Jooked
after the information bnrean and met the
hoats on arrival from the Eastern States
and England. The department was cer-
tainly one that was wanted in this State,
but whether, as at present eonstituted, it
was going to be the suecess that was an-
ticipated, remained to be seen. There
was not a very large inerease of expendi-
ture involved, becanse the amount of
£6,247 included £1,100 previously charged
to loan acconnt, £750 previonsly charged
to lands and surveys, and the item of
Mr, Neville’s salary which of course had
been transferred from the Colonial Secre-
tarv’s Department. The upkeep of the
Tmmigrants’ Home was of eonrse a fairly
large undertaking. There was aecommo-
dation for some 600 immigrants in three
different establishments, and they would
he all coneentrated in one home for meals.
A bateh of 660 was expected to arrive
very shortly, and those people would be
accommodated for a few days at the home
until they eould be transferred to the
branches of the home in the different
country distriets.

Mr. Johnson: Who gives them letters
to the Government Railways to get jobs?

The PREMIER : No letters to the Gov-
ernment Railways had come under his

notice. Would the hon. member supply
partienlars?
Mr. Johnson: Mr. Cavanagh in the

railway yards says repeatedly to the men
that he has to put them off becaunse tmmi-
arants have to come on.
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The PREMLIER: If there were vacan-
vies for which local men could not he
found, and there were good uew arvivals
available. they would of course be taken
o but he was positive that vo good men
would he discharged to make room for
inmigrants,

My, Seaddan: | thought they all went
on e fand?

The PREMIER : The majority of them
did go on the land. The expenditure for
the whole of the deportment showed a
tolal inerease of only £854, because as he
had alveady indieated it ineluded several
items transferved from other departments.

Mr. PRICE: Would the Premier give
some information as to why the depart-
ment had bean established?  Certainly
some explanation was due to the Com-
mitlee in regard to a very eaustie eriti-
¢ism of the department by the officer who
was first appointed fo fake charge of it,
but subsequently resigned.

The Premier: I have seen his letter.

Mr. PRICE: Other members might not
have seen it. 1f was a most intevesting
docuthent showing the way in which the
people were gulled and the way in which
Ministers attempted {o mislead members
in connection with the intentions of the
department.  First of all an inspired
paragraph appeared in the West Aus-
tralian that My, Patten was resigning
owing io ill health consequent on an acci-
dent. J3r. Patten was the recipient of
a number of telegrams regretting the re-
snlt of his aceident and regretting that he
had resigned, but he clearly indicated he
was no party to the pavagraph, and in a
letter appearing in the West .lustralian on
the 9th instant he said that bevond basten-
ing his resignation the aceident referred to
had wo more eonnection with his sever-
ance than the movemenis of the South
Perth ferty hoats had  with ihe
manoenvres of the British Navy., Mr
Patten wrote—

I am meither aceusing or condemn-

ing any individnal in eonneetion with

the state of affairs that led up to my
resignation, nor do I wish in any degres
to plave myself on a pedestal; my only
desire is to show how impossible it was
to eontinne oceupying a position of re-
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spotsihility without a corresponding de-
gree of liberty. The creation of a tour-
ist department was, I understood, an
indication that this State seriously in-
tended 10 keep abreast of other States
in catering for tourist reyuivements,
and my appointment to the position
mturally led nie to believe that my ex-
perience in these matiers would be of
comsiderable value to me in the vrganis-
ilg of an ap-lo-date lourist hurean. I
pictured (o mywelf the enmrmons field
this State vlfered and confidently under-
took the work, hoping, if allowed suffi-
cient liherly, to accomplish satistactory
results. My hopes immediately received
a eheck, yet | hoped on. 1 hope no
more,  From the oatset. regulations,
which were framed before tourists’ de-
pariments were thought of, had to be
observed. Tlhere were no precedents to
follow aud none could be evented. T
had all the liberty of a man bandeuffed
and leg-ironed, and the very qualifica-
tions that must have gained me the
position, T was never free (o exercise.
As a simple illustration, one out of
many, 1 may mention that some two
months ago T interviewed Mr. Rushton,
of the Railway Department.

After interviewing Mr. Rushton be imwme-
diately drafied a letter which he handed
to the typist to copy and forward. In
this letter he signed himself as Tonrist
Qfficer, az lhe was the wentleman ap-
pointed Tourist Officer.

The Premier: Yes, under the other offi-
cer.

Mr. PRICE: Mr. Patten’s letter wenf
on o say—

That letter was never sent, but another
one was in which a third person re-
ferved 1o as the lourist vflicer was men-
tioned. The whole sense of the letter
was altered and it was signed by the
seeretary of the Fmmigration and Tour-
ist Burean. The reply received from
the Railway Department was a flat re-
fusal te enleriain the proposal.

The Railway Department ahsoluiely re-
fused what had been practically arrvanged
previously hetween the secretary to the
Commis~ioner and Lhe officer-in-vharge of
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thie Tourist Department.
ceeded—

The letter pro-

it wondd take tos long te ennmerate

the many erievaurces which led up to my

final deecision, but the broad fact re-
mains that 1 vecupied o dangerous posi-
tion, a pesition tull of responsibility,

a positten pregnant with pussibilities

it allowed a free course; and yef, at the

stne (ime. a pozition shorn ot all pos-

sibility of eredit in the event of sneeess,
Why did we bhring this department into
existenee! Was if simply a depariment
where the officers were fo he used as a
buffer between Lhe departmental heads
and the publie? Mr, P’atten coutinued
his letter—

[ entered the service full ot enthusias.

continued in doubt and ended in des-

pavir,
He bad nol been hroken into the ways of
the departments eontrolled by the Colo-
nial Secretary. He entered the depart-
ment believing he could do something to
earn his salary and justify bhis appoint-
ment. He was desirons of doing that
which would justify iz apnoiniment and
prove the department to he a necessary
departinent. bat was cliecked at every
tnrn, and as a resull, threw ap his ap-
pointiment in disgust in a few weeks. He
was specially  appointed on account of
his knowledgze in connection with tourist
niters,

The Premier: Do yon know him per-
sonally !

Mr. PRICE: No, but if this officer did
not have the qualifications for the posi-
tion, why was the appoinlmeni made?

The Premier: Mistakes are aften made.

Mr. PRICE: If it was found the oflicer
was not fit to fill the position. why was
he allowed o resign instead of heing dis-
missed

The Premier: We are considerate.

Mr. PRICE: The department, if there
was any justification for ihe stand taken
up by it. should not sit down undex the
condemnation contained in that letter. As
a matter of fact the department was to
act as a buffer between the neople mener-
ally and the Colonial Secretary, and to
provide for the conivol of the caves in
the Sonth-West,

2617

M. WALKER : Was it'not a fact (hat
as soon as Mre, D'alten retired there were
some shocking unders in ronnection with
the management of tite alleged Tourist
Bureau, more particularly in resard to
the contrael for running puassengers to the
eavex?  Was there not a loss {o the de-
partment, hmgling and mismanagement
of a semewhat serions rharacier. con-
tracls entered into, new terms dewasnded,
a spectal arrnpgemenlt made and {he de-
parviment practically made a  laughing
stock to the people down in fthat diree-
tion?

The PREMIKER: My, Patten resizoed
beeanse he wonld not hrook the eontrol
of his superior officer, Mp. Weville, the
secretary of the depavtment. Mrv, Paiten
was the subordinate officer. If a subor-
dinate officer wanted an absolutely Ffree
band without any eontrol and would not
submit to eontrol. theve was onlv one
course open, namely, to end the connee-

tion. Mr. DPatten wanted to do
evervthing  himself. wanted to he
head. He went to Busselton and

made the uanfortunate contraei referred
to by the hon. member over which the
department suffered a small loss. He en-
tered intp a contract for £20 a week.
That eontract was expiring and a fresh
eoutract was being negotiated on much
better terms. The officer was an enthusiast
in many ways and had very large ideas.
No doubt he weould have expended tens
of thousands where it was proposed to
spend tens. Ome could not say whether
Mr. Patten was right or wrong over ihe
letter to the Railway Department, but as
long as we had a head of a department in
whom we had confidence. we must staond
by that head umtil we knew him fo bo
wrang. The department was a new one
under its present management. Tt was
previously run by Mr. Robinson, of ihe
Caves Board, a very efficient officer. Tt
was proposed to extend the tourist trafie
so that passengers landing from the boats
could make a round trip io Perth at a
moderate eharge and still leave a margin
of profit to the department, It was pro-
posed also to arrange a trip to the gold-
fields,

Mr. Johnson:
vears ago.

All this was outlined
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The PREMIER: The hon. member
thought of it, but he pever carried it out.

Mr. Jobnson: The brains that thonght it
out got no compensation, and someone
who does not noderstand it is now putting
it forward.

The PREMIER : That often is the case.

Mr. Johnson: And you are assisting.

The PREMIER: And very few of us
got what we deserved. Mr, Patten was a
very good officer, and if he had unlimited
money at his ¢ommand would have done
good work; he had not, however, proved
himself a practical man, which was vs-
sentia] in condneting snch iatters econo-
mieally.

Mr. PRICE: Was there any special

Teason, seeing that the department had
taken steps towards providing these trips
aronnd Perth and the goldfields, for those
in charge of the Tourist Department ne-
gleeting to indicate to tourists that Lley
eondd land at Albany, travel along {le
Great Soutbern, and then proceed to the
goldfields?
" The PREMIER : The impression that he
had was that this had alveady been donc.
If it had not been done the faet was pio-
bably due to the offieer having resigned.
The department was not in full working
order, and seeing that the man who had
<¢harge of that special branch had resigned,
nothing wonld be done until his sueces-
sor got into harness.

Mr. Collier: Who has the position?

The PREMIER : Mr, Sutcliffe, who was
previonsly an  officer of the Railway
Department.

Mr. Walker: I think things have rot
into a chaotie condition.

" Mr, O’Loghlen : There will he no ehans
when the Premier goes out.

The PREMIER: Everything wonld
then be left in sneh perfeet order that even
the hon. member wonld be able to come in
and control things suecessfully. and he
would not find anything in arrears to pick
up. The only thing that he would pick
up would be his salary. Details of this
deseription essentiaily required the per-
sonal attention of the officer in charpe,
and if that officer resigned they must fall
into arrears. especially at the initial stage.

(Mr., Paylor resumed the Chair.)
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Mr. JOHNSON : The whole cause of the
bungle. he was inclined to think, must be
on the shoulders of the Colonial Secre-
tary. The man who outlined the possi-
bilities of runming a successful tourist
department was Mr. Robinson, who
opened up and did sueh good work in
comection with the eaves. Ar. Robingon
proponnded a scheme which was now ad-
vanced hy Mr, Neville as something eman-
ating from his own brain. If the Colonial
Secretarv had left his personal feeling or
desire to push Mr. Neville forward out of
the matter, and put a man in whe under-
stood the department. that department
would vow be in a flonrishing condition.
And instead of a department heing created
for the purpose of advertising Western
Anstralia it was merely rcreated to pro-
vide a soug billet for Mr. Neville. That
was where the difficulty lay. YWhat was
wanted in that department was a2 man
whn thoronghly understood it, and not an
officer put there simply because he was a
friend of the Minisier. I1f Mr. Robin-
son had been put in charge of the depart-
ment, as undoubtedly should have been
done, beeanse he was the brains in con-
neetion with this matter, the whole thing
would have been in a fnarishing condition,
and Western Australin wonld have pro-
fited by it.

The Premier: There is immigration as
well; Mr, Neville was o charge of that.

Mr. JOHNSON: That did not reflect
very creditably on Mr. Neville’s adminis-
tration either. There had heen mnch eri-
tieism in connection with the immigration
vote, and the method of administering i,
A preal deal more could he given to the
public. As far as immieration was con-
cerned. that was ne rerommendation to
Mr. Neville. The whele (vouble was due
to Mr. Neville heing pushed inle (his posi-
tion when he was not capable of filling it.
and he was now trying Lo varry on an or-
ganisation the policy in regard to which
was ontlined by Mr. Robinson, who  was
the man who =<henld have heen placed in
c¢harre.

AMr. FOULKES: Mr. Neville was a
competent civil servant. hni he had nnt
the quaiifications for carrvineg out this
work. He had known Mr. Robinson for
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gome time, and he had the pleasure of
acting as a member of the Caves Board
for some years, and knmowing Mr. Robin-
son to be a first class man for this parti-
cular work, and it was to be regretted that
the Government did not seleet this gentle-
man te act as secretary not only of the
Tourist Department bnt also of the Tm-
migration Depariment.

Mr, Angwin: Buat wonld a man like Mr.
Robinson take a position at that salary?

Mr, JACOBY: It was tv be regretted
that the matter was not arranged in such
a way as to allow the officer who had un-
doubtedly done good service to eontinue
in: that department. Mr. Robinson,
however, did nof apply for the posi-
tion. It was ihvown open for  publie
competition, but he did not apply becanse
he felt that he could not work when fhe
organisation was arranged in the manner

that was done by the Colonial Secretary. -

Mr. Johnson: He sacrificed the organi-
sation for the individaal.

Mr, JACOBY: Mr. Robinson had spe-
eial knowledge of this partieular branch
of work, and it was a pity that matters
eonld pot be arranged so that the officer
in charge of the Tourist Department
might have been able to communicate di-
reet with the Minister, AMr. Robinson’s
idea was that he could not make a safis-
factory job of the work if he had to pass
his recommendations to the Minister
through another officer. and he felt that
in doing this he would be working under
disadvatageous eiveumstances, and, con-
sequently, he did not apply for the posi-
tion. There was no doubt, however, that
the Govermment now had au exceedingly
capable man in Mr. Suicliffe, though he
was not as experienced as Mv. Robinson,
and it would, of comrse, take him some
time to get the same prip of the work that
Mr. Robinson had. It was to be hoped
that the first eounsideration in the mind
of the Minister in charge of this depavt-
ment would be the efficiency of the tourist
wark, and not so nmeli the methods that
might be obtained as far as departmental
administralion was concerned. Tt might
be necessary in Hme to increase the staff,
and he hoped that things would so shape
themselves that the (Yovernment wenld
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be able to offer Mr. Robinson some em-
ployment in the department,

Item, Maintenance of caves, accommo-
dation honses. tourist agenev expenses,
£3,000.

Mr. BATH: Wounld the Premier siate
how mueh of this estimated revenue was
expected to acerue from the caves, the
accommodation houses and the tourist
ageney? _

The PREMTIER: Practically the whole
lot would come from Lhese items.

Mr. Bath: Was there uut some revenus
from the immigranis’ home and the
bureau?

The PREMIER: 1t
that this was aboul £400.

Mr., COLLIER: How did the vote

eompare with the amount of last year.
A footnote explained that £750 was
hitherto charged to Lands and Suorveys.
Was that the amount on the Estimates
last year, and whal was the amount ex-
pended ?
- The PREMIER: The details of the
different items were not in his possession,
but if the hon. member wanted the in-
formation it wounld be supplied to him,
He had, lhowever, the comparative ex-
penditure of last year as against the Es-
timates. The salaries last vear totalled
£250, but this year the amount was alto-
cether £1.447. Last vear £412 was ex-
pended in conneetion with the passages
of immigrants from the Eastern Staies,
and this vear the amounl was estimated
at £500. TLast year ihe maintenance aund
upkeep of imnrigration homes wiad £845,
and bureaux was £333. This was previ-
ously eharged to lands. This vear the es-
timated amount was £1,100. The item
for maintenance of caves, accommodation
houses and tourist agency was £3,400 last
venr, and although £750 was charged to
Lands and Suuveys, this vear the amount
was £3,000: incidentals totalled £200 last
year, and the amount was the same this
vear, a f{utal expenditore of £3102 as
against the estimated expenditure for this
vear of £6,247. The total revenue last
year had been £2.709, leaving a net debit
of £2,393. The total estimated revenne
for this year was £3,000, leaving a net
debit of £3,247, ar an inereased expendi-
ture of £854.

was  understood
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Mr. dohnson: Do yon mean to say, as
member for the district, you do not know
what is allofted to the caves?

The PREMIER: No.

Mr. Jolmson: You are not doing vour
daty to the distriet.

The PREMIER: VFor his part he
thought he was, He had every confidence
in his collengme fo see {hat evervibing
necessatry was done.

Vote pat and passed.

Vote—Lunucy, £34,833:

Mr. ANGWIN: Would the Pramier
give the Committee some information in
regard to the staff ball at the asylum to
which the Auditor General had drawn at-
tention. It was strange that when the

- staff residing on the premises had a ball
they should require a speecinl train.

The PREMIER: The total eust of the
ball to the institution was £11 16s. 3d.
That ineluded the amonnl of €3 for the
special train.

Mr. ANGWIN: The officials were to
be complimented on iheir economy in
Iwlding so inexpensive a ball. Tt was sur-
prizing that, the amount heing sa small,
the Anditor Geneval should have Ihought
it necessary to criticise i.

AMr., SCADDAN: The .Auditor (ieneral
had merely mentioned that the entire cost
was charged to the lunaey vote, and had
expressed douht as fo whether it applied.
The Auditor General had not taken any
other exception to the item, Tt was a
ecommendable attitude on the part of the
authorities that the attendants at the
asylam should have some little enlertain-
ment at times. The pity was that more
opportunities of a similar nature were nof
afforded.

Item. Senior Assistant Medieal Oflicer,
£393.

M, ANGWIX: There was disclosed a
very greal difference between the salary
of the senior assistant medical oflicer
and that of the Tuspecior General of In-
sare. This medieal officer was the lowest
paid in the service. [f the [nspector
General was worth €500 syrely the first
assistanr was werth more than €395,

The PREMIER: RBoih officers were
provided with free quacters, and enjoyed
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certain privileges, obtaining their preduce
from the farm. and their stores under
coniract rates.  The Inspector General
was responsible for the whole of the in-.
stitution, and there would always be
found n big disparity between the salary
ol the man at the head of an institution
and fhat of his senior assistant.

Mr. Johnson: What is the maximmm
salary for the senipr assistant?

The PREMIFR: Ti was set down at
£405,

AMr. O'Loglien: 1f the Inspector Gen-
eral went on leave would this officer be
qualified to take lis place?

The PREMIER: Yes, and ascording
to the public service regulations he would
get holf the difference between the two
salaries.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Then he is qualified ¥

The PREMIER: No doubi the officer
was gualified, just as the chief mate was
capable of taking charge of the ship if
the eaptain fell overboard, and so it
shonld he.

Mr. Angwin: If yon want a pood man
you must pay a good salary.

The PREMIER: We had here a good
man. who, apparently, was satisfied with
his salary.

M. Dreaper: Is he an expert !

The PREMIER: Presumnably he was
an expert,

Mr., Drvaper: Does thie Public Servica
Conmnnissioner lake that into consideration
in the «lassifiention?

The PREMTER : Presumably. yes.

Mr. Draper: 1 shoold say net.

Tie PREMIER: In any ease he (the
Premier) eonld not he held rvesponsible
for the Tublic  Service (ommissioner's
jdument. However, theve was every op-
porlunity for the ofticer to apply for a
re-classification.

Ay, COLLTIER: This item l'wnished
another evidenee of Lhe impossible task
the Public Serviee Commissioner had to
perform.  Here we had a lavman called
upi o classity an engineer-in-chief, a
Tawyer. a doelor, and other professionals.

The Premier: e ealls evidence,

Mr. COLLIER: FEven if ihe Publie
Serviee Commissioner were a  wenins it
would he ufterly impossible for Wim to
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give satisfaction. We had instances of
clerical men drawing higher salaries than
were paid to specialists whoe had spent
many years in qualifying for their pro-
fession. In consequence, we were losing
ooy best officers, who were aceepting more
alluring  inducements in  he Eastern
States. The officer v question was re-
eeiving very little more than a labourec’s
wage.

Mr. Seaddan: The secretary of
board of health receives £350.

Me. COLLIER: Yes. A purely cleri-
cal olficer was receiving within £40 of the
salary of this specialist, The position
was absurd, and unless the Government
realised this we woukl have all the in-
competents lett In the public service. and
all the rood men would have gone else-
where.

My, JOHNSON : Whilst admiiting that
il was a diffieult task for one man to
classify the whole of the serviee, the fact
remained that we had a Public Service
(‘onnmissioner, and he had to classify the
service on the evidenee hrought forward.
[f we did not have a eommissioner we
would have to revert to the old political
svstem. Perhaps it would be better to
have other men assisting the Commis-
sioner. There eonld be no question that
a grave mistake had been made in fixing
the salary of the seecond in charge at
£3085: it was absolutely ridienlous.

The Premier: [, too, think it is too
little.

Mr. JOHNSOXN: If the Premier was
prepared to admit that the salary was too
low there was a possibility of justice
heing done.

Mr., SCADDAXN: The diffienlty of see-
ing that a proper salary was paid to a
professinnal officer was nol so very great,
hecanse on the Estimates the Government
were inereasing the salary of the Tuspec-
tor General by £50 over the Publie Serviee
Commissioiner’s elassifieation, and not one
memher of the Comumitiee had com-
plained. That eould be done in the case
of the second in charge, and the faet that
the Commissioner had classified the posi-
tion at £405 did not debar the Govern-
ment from paying him a salary that was
proportionate to the responsibilitv of his

the
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position. The other States bad realised
the valne of seeuring Lighly qualified offi-
cers, amd Western Aunstrala was the
worse off fuor that faet. It was to be
hoped that the Premter would take into
account the repeatedly expressed opinion
of members Lhai the State should do all
it could 1v get highly qgualified officers and
pay adequate salaries to keep them.

The Premier: The Government never
accepted the classification in the ease of
Dr. Montwomery.

Mr. Seaddan;  Then the Government
conld deo the same with the other position.

Ttem. Junior Assistant Medical Officer,
£300.

AMe. ANGWIN: This salary was hardly
sufficient to pay for the oflicer’'s golf
sticks.  Here was a man with special
qualifications reeeiving €300; he was
worse paid than members of Parliament,

The Premier: That with board and
residence is not a had =alary for a voung
man.

My, Johnson: Then the Premier’s sal-
ary ought to he £300,

My, ANGWIN: The Premier’s remark
showed very clearly that he had not yiven
the matter fair consideration. The officer
lilling that position should receive a
higher salavry than appeaved on the Esti-
males, and he hoped that the Premier
would 1ake the matter inte consideration.
and realizse the necessitv for getting the
very best men for important professional
positions. and offering safficient induce-
ments to them to remain in the service
instead ot the Stafe having always to
change ils most valnable officers,

My, HOLMAN: The Premier had said
that the salary was quite sufficient, yet
the State paid a distriet medical officer
£600 and zave him the right of private
praetice. The wmwedical officer at Cool-
cardie received £600: and at Wyndham,
£480. and in other places high salaries
were paid to the medical officers, over and
above which they had the right of private
praclice; vet tn a man whose whole ser-
vices were claimed by the State. and who
was expeeted to have speeial qualifications
the paltry amount of €300 was offered.
If we gave the officer as mueh agzain it
would not be foo mueh for the position
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he oecupied. This was worse than sweat-
ing, because no encouragement was given
o men to do their work, and to remain in
the service. The svoner these officers
were more liberally treated the better it
would be for the Stafe and for the public
ar large.

[tem, IHall Porter at £1 1s. 8d. per
week, £57.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It we were going
1o ask for a man’s serviees exelusively, it
was a fair thing to pay him a living wage.
Could the Premier explain how it was
possible for a man to keep himself, and
perhaps a wife and family. on a salary
of less than £2 per week?

The PREMIER : This was an old man
over G0 years of age and his duiies were
very light. This old man was satisfied
with the pesition. THd the hon. member
want him turned out?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The tauni was
alwaxs raised, if members tried to make
things a little better, that the objeet was
to turn these old men ont of employment.
He did not know tlds was an old man.

The Premier: The trouble is vou jump
to conelusions instead of making inquiries,

Mr. OLOGHLEN : Surely one could
make inquiries.

Vole put and passed.

Vote — Medical and Public
£39,516:

Tiem, Prineipal Medieal Officer and
President of Central Board of Health.
£1,000.

Mr. HOLMAN: Why was this officer
receiving an increase of £30%  There
were more complaints in connection with
this department than in eonnection with
any other departemnt.

The PREMIER: When the officer was
appointed to the position it was on the
nnderstanding that he wonld have his sal-
ary increased to £1,000. The officer was
a very old officer of the publie service
and was full of energv. He had saved
the department £18,500,

Mr. TROY: When ihe officer was ap-
pointed there was considerable opposi-
tion. Tt was eonsidered his age did not
justify the appointment. He was mosi
conservative in his view in regard to medi-
enl facilities for those portions of the
Sipte where the people lahonred nnder

Tlealth,
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great disadvantages. The saving of
£18,000 was not in regard to general ad-
ministrative costs, but was obtained by
penalising bospitals in remote portions of
the State and by compelling people to
tax themselves 10 a greater extent than
was justified for the upkeep of their hos-
pitals. The more people taxed them-
selves the greater was the demand of this
officer to ent down their subsidies, The
Sandsione people had one of the most up-
lo-date hospitals in Western Australia;
hut because in one year they had a small
profit, which they snbsequently devoted
io increasing the capacity of the instiju-
tion, the Principal Medical Officer wrote
and, though eommending the committee,
informed them lie was cutting down their
subsidy by £300. If we sent these officers
into the haek country for four or five
vears they would learn about the disad-
vantages under which people there lab-
oured. This officer was entirely out of
sympathy with the people in remote
places, and asked them to bear respousi-
bilities that the people in the City were
not asked to bear, Those officers who
lived in luxury on high salaries were
entirely out of sympathy with the people
living in remote places, The poliey of
starving the outback hospitals was the
policy of the Principal Medieal Officer.
It did not matter whose policy it was; it
was a policy which could not be upheld
by any member. He did not ask that
people out back shonld get greater privi-
leges, but, at least, they should get the
same facilities from the Prineipal Medieal
Officer.

Mr. ANGWIN: The hon. member was
correct in saying that the hospiial vote
had been reduced year after year, and it
could not be understood that a medical
man should try to reduee a hospital vote
unless he had been so instrncted by the
Minister eontrolling the department. The
Premier had stated that the reason for
the rednction was mismanagement in the
past,

The Premier: To stop the waste.

Mr. ANGWIN: Tt was only the Pre-
mier’s statement that there had been waste
of money. The Chairman had heen a
member of a hospital board for many
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vears, and he kuew that the hospital sys-
tem had been curtailed for want of funds,
and that it was a maiter of tmpossibility
to render the aid@ to-day that could have
been rendered many vears ago. In a
prosperons State like ours with the rev-
enue increasing, as the Premier stated, by
leaps and bounds, the Government sliould
zo to the aid of those who were obliged
to have recourse to this vote, instead of
reducing the vote. It was his intention at
a later stage to move for a redusction in
order to test the feelings of the Committee
on the guestion of those reduetions which
had been made by the Government.

Mr. HOT.MAN: Would the Prenuer
inform the Committee whether the present
poliey in conneetion with thé inspection
of factories had been initiated by this offi-
cer, and whether a saving had been
brought about at the sacrifice of a large
number of employees in Western Aus-
tralia, and whether that saving had also
been effected by this officer. Tf that was
the case the sooner he was got rid of the
hetter. Serious complaints had heen made
with regard to our factories, that a great
deal of sweatmy was laking place. and
that the sanitation of the faetories was
not of the hest. Since the present Gov-
ernment had been in power it was found
that the serviees of inspectors had been
dispensed with, and that the expenditure
had been curtailed in every direefion. As
far as he was persoually concerned he
would rather see another £18,000 spent on
the maintenanee of public health and the
hetter inspection and supervision of €ac-
iories, as well as the better administration
of the indostrial laws. This officer bad he-
come so fossilised with the old idens
whieh had heen instilled inte his mind
hefore much progress was made. ‘and
they had got sueh a hold of him, that he
had sacrificed the interests of the Siate
in the hope of saving monev. If wr: were
moing to sacrifice the health of the people
in this manner——

The Premier: It is better to-day than
it has ever heen.

Mr. HOLMAN disagreed with the Min-
ister. It bad been brought about by sae-
rifices which had to be made by peopie in
the back country, while in the melropoli-
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tan area the supervision of factories wae
worse than it had ever been.

The Premier: This officer does not ad-
minister the Factories Act.

Mr, Johnson: The Minister is right; ‘e
does nol.

Mr. HOLMAN: The officer wny sun-
pused to administer the Factories Aet, but
be did nof. Unwittingly *!i: Premier had
spoken the truth. In Pertb there was a
great deal more room for factory super-
vigien, beeause many of them were car-
ried on in a most unsatisiactory manner.
All the Industrial Acts were absolutely
neglected, and this oflicer had the admin-
istration of (hem. Yeur after year things
were getfing worse. A few vears ago the
laws were adivinistered and the depart-
ment was built up, but since this oflicer
had assumed eonirel we had drifted info
a worse position. Notiing had been done
except to eut down ibe hospital allow-
ances, and the people in the back coun-
try had had medieal conveniences taken
from them. That was by no means satis-
factorv. He desived (o know whelher this
afficer was earrving out the Government
policy or doing these things on his own
initiative. Tf the officer had not been in-
structed to do  these things he was
deserving of the strongest e¢ondemnation.
At the same tinie he hoped if the officer
was carrying aut the Governmenl policy
he would be given greater latitude in the
future, because the matters under his ad-
ministration were of the ubmost import-
ance.

The PREMIER: Of course, the Prin-
cipal Medical Officer was earrying out the
poliey of the Government. On morve than
one oeceasion lon. members had acensed
the Government of extravaganee in the
administration of tlis department; more
especially had this been the fashion four or
five vears agn, The Government had had
to economise. There eould not he the
slightest doubl that extravagance had ob-
tained in conneciion with the expenses of
the varions hospitals. T.arge sums of
money which ought to have been collected
had nni been collected. The Government.
to a large extent, had now remedied this
without injury to the outhack hospitals.
He had it on the best authority that these
hospitals were doing excellent work and
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that uo case of necessity was ever refused
proper medical attention in any of the
hospitals,

Mr, Underwood: Rubbish.

The PREMIER : The hon. member was
just as polite as one expecied to find him.

Mr. Underwood: Aud abont as truth-
ful, too.

The PREMIER: Yes. No case of dis-
tress had been refused admission by the
hospitals in Western Australia. If any of
those hospital committees whe were loy-
ally trying to cavvy out ibeir dufies eco-
nomieally showed to the deparviment that
the allowance made was not sufficient ithe
department was quile prepared to con-
sider their position and endeavour o help
thera, The hospitals had never gone want-
mg. and those hospitals, the commiitees
of which had refused to earry on, had
been earvied on by the Principal Medieal
Officer and hig staff, and that, tovu. within

measurable distance of the estimated
cost,  Members ought to allow the system

a fair trial, We gave in Western Aus-
tralin very much more towards the pro-
viding of necessary medieal eomforts than
did anxy of the other States in the Com-
monwealth.

Mr. Troy: And the people pay more
taxes.

The PREMIER: Tn uo instance what-
ever had any case worthy of ireatment
heen vefused in omr Gnspitals. He had
figures to show that the expenditure in
Western Austpalia, even with all the eco-
nomies, was far in advance of that in ihe
other States.

Mr, Holman: The food supplies are 50
per cent, hizher,

The PREMTER : Xot #0 per cent.: they
were in excess. admittedly: it might even
be tu the extent of 10 or 15 per cent.
However, the Hgures showed 1hial in New
South Wales with 136 hospitals, State aid
was wiven to the extent of £133,000; in
Victoria, with 45 hospitals, the amount
was £53,000; in South Anstralia, with
13 hospitals. it was £36,000; in Queens-
land, with 75 hospitals, it was £65,000:
while in Western Anstralia, with 52 hos-
pitals, it again amounted to £65,000. So
we were paying the same as Queensland.
where there was nearly double the popula-
tion, and far more than Sovnth Anstralia.
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In regan! 1u the per ecapitn contribution
New Seuth Wales paid 1s. Sd.; Victoria
Lod.; Sonth Australia 1= 9d.: Queensland
2s, G6d., and Western .\usiralia 4s. 94,
and this with all the eeconomies that had
been made. Suvely hon. members did not
want the Govermment to encowrawe ex-
1ravagance in these departments,

Mr. TNDERWOOD : The statement of
the Premier that no one was retused treat-
ment was one to which he took the sirong-
est excepiion. .\ man had absolutely died
at Marble Bar fur want of treatment.

The Premier: Can you give me ais
name. and T will find ont all about it?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The name and
full particulars ronld he found in the de-
partmental files in repard to this man
who had died at Marble Bar, while Dv.
Triade was arguing with Dr. Hope as to
whether he was an indigent patient or
whether he shonld pay.  The man had
been sick at (“ooglegony, and the warden
at Marble Bar had ordered the police to
hring the man into the hospital. and had
provided a Government convevance and
horszes for that purpose. When the man
arrived at Marble Bar he was refused
admiftance to the hospital by the doetor.
He was then placed. presumably by some
aecident, in the mining registrar's bough
shed or camp, amd was allowed to lie
there for five days without medical (reat-
ment, onstahle Strapp took him water
with which to wash himself on or about
the last day. Tt was five davs befare the
argnment wns finished between Lh.
Trinde and the Principal Medical Officer
as to whether the patient was to be treated
as an indigent ease or whether the doctor
was to receive his fee,  Eventvally it was
deeided that he was to be treated as an
indigent patient. and next day he died.
That case was on the files. and the name
of the man would he found in the report
of the regsirar of deaths. He bad
known of men being vefused freatment in
dozens of cases. but this was a partienlar
instanee.

The Premier: That might have hap-

pened if the vote had heen £20,000
wreater.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: It would not

have happened if there had been a reason-
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ably humane man at the head of the de-
partment, but while there were men who
did not care anything for humanity so
long as they could make money, men eould
die as that man had died at Marble Bar.
Further, the Minister for Mines could find
in his files that the residenis of Marble
Bar had by ballot burred down the humpy
i which the dying man had been placed.
Whilst those cases occurred he protested
against the assertion of the Premier that
every man received admission to the hos-
pital, and he had a right to say that the
Premier was talking rubbish and rot when
ke tande such a statement. FEither the
Premier was ignorant of the Estimates
he was endeavouring fo shove through, or
he was making a false statement.

The CHAIRMAN: The hou. member
was not in order in acconsing the Premeir
of making a false statement.

Mr. CNDERWOOD: The facts were
there, and he was prepared to stand by
them. He was in a position to say that
the Premier was either ignorant of his
Estimates or was making a false siate-
nent.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in making that stalement.

Mr. Underwood: Well, I am not in
order.

The Premier: Let bim say what he
likes; it does not matter.

Mr. Underwood: It is on your files ;
you canoot get away from it.

Mr. TROY: The statement that no
person was refused treatment should not
be allowed to pass unchallenged. There
were hundreds of cases where men were
refused admittance to Government hospi-
tals. He bad in mind the case of a man
who had been found on the road between
Pindar and Murgoo and had been brought
to Geraldton. He had been taken to the
hospital in the railway ambulance stret-
cher, and had been refused admitiance
with the result that he had to be taken
to gaol. Some days later the man had
been admitted to the hospital where he
died; but had lLe veceived treatment in the
fivst place he might have had a c¢hance of
recovery. He had seen the sufferer in the
station yard at Geraldton, and there was
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nobody there tu look after him wntil the
police look charge of him,

Mr. HOLMAX: Was il the poliey of
the Government that the Principal Medi-
eal Ofiicer was earrying out?

The Premier: I said it was.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was all brought
about by the wonderfu) forethonght of the
Colonial Secretary.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not discuss the genera) poliey of the
Government under the salary for the
Prineipal Medical Officer.

Mr. HOLMAN was discussing whether
the officer was worth the salary, The
PPremier cave Lhe officer eredit for that for
which the officer was not responsible, Had
the officer on his own initiafive done what
the Prenmier credited him with doing the
salary should be wiped out. If his hands
were tied by the Minister the officer could
now fake it that the view of members
was that he conld administer the Aets
under his control, and show a little more
consideration to the hospitals, A move
heartless and ineapable Minister one could
not coneeive, and we could sympathise
with the Principal Medieal Officer 1n hav-
ing to receive instructions from a Mini-
ster who had no idea above making money.

{tem, Distriet Medical Officers, £10,081.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: The Premier
shounld give some reply to the statement
made in regard to these medical officers
on the Address-in-Reply. and on the gene-
ral discussion on the Estimates, otherwise
there would be need to reiterate what was
already said.

The Premier: What does the hon. mem-
her want to have answered?

My, UTNXDERWOOD: It would be ne-
eessary to go over the whole matter axain.
There was no copy of regulations under
whieh the medical officers worked exeept
in the (forernment Gacetle of 189, and
lhese were out of date. There was dis-
satisfaction with the system under which
these medical officers were appointed and
paid by the State. Whal were the duties
of the medical officers when there was no
hospiial?  The Premier might zive this
mformation.

The PREMIER: The duly of these
medieal officers wheve there was nu hospi-
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the indizent sick of the distriet. The right
was also given to private practice. As far
as the State was coneerned the medical
officers got a retainer in order that they
should attend to the cases mentioned.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If the Premier
wonld put that opinion into regulation
there would he no cause for complaint.

The Premier: I will go into the matter
and see what can be done.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: At Port Hedland
there was a medical officer receiving £462
a year, and he was also resident magi-
strate, for which he received £200 or £300
a year, and for that amount of money he
had to try an odd drunk, and he had to
attend to the police force medically and
Lo the eivil servants. There was nothing
ahout attendance on indigent patients,
In several insiances the medical officer at
Port Hedland had refused to attend peo-
ple because he had thought they conld not
afford v pay his fee. Men had died in
Port Hedland for want of medical assisi-
ance. It the Premier wonld lock up his
(Mr. Underwood’s) speeches on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply aud the general discussion
on the Estimales——

The Premier: It was bad enocugh to
have to listen to them, without reading
them afterwards.

My, UNDERWOOD: The trouble was
that there was a good deal of unpalatable
truth in them. The medieal officer at Port
Hedland had been summoned to atiend
one Michael O'Leary lving seriously ill
Some seven hours after receiving the sum-
mons the doctor had eondescended to look
in upon the patient and prescribe a potion,
at the same time ordering the local police-
man to see that O'Leary took . Tt was
a case of delirinm tremens, requiring close
musing, In the eireumstances the worst
pussible treatment was to irritate the pa-
tient in any way. In the face of this a
policerran had been sent in to foree the
medicine down the sick man’s throat. Tt
resulted in the death of Michael (VLeary.
The mwan’s life eounld easily have been
saved, and we had paid Dr. Brown €600
a vear to save it. Again, for four Irips
out to Pipingarra station. a disiance of 12
miles by teain and four miles by special
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vehicle sent to meef him and eonvey him
on return to the railway, this same medieal
officer had charged Mr. Richardson 100
guiveas, while for attending a child of
Mr. Richavdsonw’s hionght to lis house.
Dr. Brown h:ul charged 10 guineas, and
threatened to sue for the amount. When
complaint was made to the Prineipal
Medical Officer. Dr. Hope had veplied
that the resident medieal officers had no
contract as to what they should eharge
for piivate practice.

Mr. Horan: One of these medical offi-
cers charged 25 guineas for administering
a dose of salts to a child in my electorate.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: 1f it had heen
Dr. Brown lhe wounld have charged 100
guineas and the child would not have got
the salis after all. Another case had oc-
enrred at Broome, where Inspector Sel-
lenger, of the polive, bad been taken to the
hospital and a message sent to the doctor
asking bim to attend. The doctor was
playing tennis at the t{ime, and three sub-
sequent messages were sent lo him at the
tennis court, notwithstanding which he
failed to respond. Eventually Inspector
Rellenger had left the hospital and pro-
ceeded to the residence of the Bishop of
the Novlli-West, where le was satisfac-
torily atlended to by the Japanese doctor.
Surely this case was worthy the considera-
tion of any Minister with any pretensions
to human feelings. In conneetion with
this Japanese doctor it wounld be remem-
bered that the member for Kimberley had
protested against his being allowed to
enter the Commonwealth. The member
for Kimbetley had no objection to the ad-
mission of an unlimited number of Japan-
es¢ divers and miners, but when it had
comme to the admission of a professional
man that hon. member had loudly pro-
tested. Besides his salary, the medical
officer at Broome was receiving £5 per
pearling boat for something like 400
hoats, representing an income of about
£2,000 per annum, and in addition he had
the right of private praectice. Yet it was
found that he would not attempt to attend
to a Government patient. As a walter of
faet, Tnspector Sellenger heing in the
police, was one of the few Government
officers whon the resident medieal officer
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was supposed to treat free of cost, and
on that account the doctor preferred to
play tennis and take the risk of the State
losing & reasonably good inspeetor of
police. He would not have spoken on that
matter at all had the Premier deigned to
make anything like a reply to his pre-
vious statement. He protested most seri-
ously against the idea that the great medi.
cal science, which Lad been handed down
by the great thinkers and seientists of all
the world for the benefit of humanity,
should be grasped by the sous of a few
rich men for their own special aggrandise-
menf, and used to extort monev from
suffering humanity, and if they could not
extort monev—if an nnfortunate indi-
vidual had no money—he was to be al-
lowed to die. While the State expended
one penny in providing medical assist-
ance for the people, no .man should be
allowed to die because he had no money
to pay for medical attendance, and while
there was one penny to expend on any-
thing it should be spent in saving human
life. That was the lesson which Dr. Hope
and the Colomial Seeretary had vet to
learn.

Mr. COLLIER: (‘ould the Premier
give the Committee any informalion re-
garding the medical officer at Kalgoorlie?
What serviees did Dr. Barber render for
the sum of £300 and what were his
dnties?

The Minister for Works: His duties
are the same as the duties of medieal offi-
cers elsewhere.

Mr. COLLIER: The dulies were not
the same. What duties did the medical
officer at Kalgoorlie perferm for his sal-
ary of £300 a year?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt
was the duty of the wmedieal officer at
Kalgoorlie to attend to the patients in the
hospital there. the prisoners, and indizent
rases,

Mr. COLLIER: If it was the duty of
that officer to attend to indigent eases how
did it eome about that this officer had
been responsible for gacling some of the
patients who had been unable te pay
him? No more unsernpulons man had
ever obtained a position in the profession,
judging from what one conld hear of
kim, and seareely a month went by with-
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out his name appearing in the Press in
connection with the prosecution of indi-
gent patients. He had sold up their last
stick of furniture and then sent them to
aol,

The Minister for Works: These are
indigent eases treated in the hospital.

Mr. COLLIER: Because they had not
paid their fees for operations in the hos-
pital the doctor had pursued them for
his fees. There was the ease of a man
whe was injured and unable to work for
15 months. This man had a wife and two
children who were starving, yet the doe-
tor sent the man to gaol for two months.
The doctor was notorious in that distriet
and it was time the Government found
some other medical officer. He was an
utter disgrace to the medical profession.
One who would send a starving mar to
zaol becanse the man was unable to pay
liis fees was not fit to draw any funds
from the public revenune. ith fthe ob-
jeet of indicating to the Government that
some other medical officer should receive
the appointment at Kalgoorlie. he moved
an amendment—

That the words “one at £300 (Kal-
goorlie}” be siruck out of the item.
Mr, HORAN: Having knowledge of

the person who oecupied the position of
resident medical officer at Kalgoorlie he
sapported the amendment. Many years
ago this doetor clatmed abouwt £400
from the Government for attending to
Patients in connection with a railway aeei-
dent at Broad Arrow, notwithstanding the
faet that the Railway Department pro-
vided a speeial train to eonvey him from
Kalgoorlie to Broad Arrow. This, ac-
cording to medical men, was a deliherate
attetnpt to demand from the Government
a charge the Government should not be
ealled upon to pay. Again in the ease of
applicants for employment in the Railway
Tleparinent at Kalgoorlie, this doctor ex-
amined their papers and nsed to say that
certain things were wrong with the appli-
cants, but that on payment of a fee of
£5 or £10 he could remove whatever diffi-
euilies existed in the way of the appli-
eants securing employment. Needless to
say, the examinees went to the doctor and
were turned out successfully treated and
deemed suitahle applicants for positions
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in the Railway Department. Tt was a
most seandalous thing and he was glad
the amendment was moved in order that
e ceould fell members of these things.
He was prepared to say what be said now
hefore any voval commission or other
body.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
one conld object to hon. members making
any complaint in vegard to medieal offi-
vers: this was the proper place and the
proper fime to do it; but having made a
complaint in regard to an individual ease,
inquiry wounld follow, and no doubt if the
allegations of hon. members were proved
Dr. Barber would be dealt with. Never-
{heless Kalgoorlie undoubtedly needed a
resident medical officer, bul the amend-
ment if passed could have no effect but
to abolish the position of medical officer
at Kalgoorlie. As for giving an expres-
sion of opinion in regard to Dr. Barher,
that was already given.

Mr. Seaddan: It will have no effect on
the Government unless earried by a ma-
jority.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
was not a fair statement. Was there any
charge made against this officer; was
there any charge previously preferred to
the head of the Medical Department
against the officer? Had any opportunity
been given to the Medieal Department to
show whether this officer had been satis-
factory or unsatisfactory?

Mr. Collier: I have made complaints
about this doctor to the Colonial Secre-
tary and have supplied names and par-
tieulars,

12 o’clock, midnight.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
far as that was coneerned he was not
aware of it. He was asking only for in-
formation in regard to what had tran-
spired with regard to ¢his officer before.
The hon. member had made charges
whieh absolutely justified serious eonsid-
eration and it was on that aceount that
he asked the hon. member not to press
the amendment. No matter whether the
officer was zood or bad the item was ve-
quired. He promised that inguiries wonld
he made,

Mr. HEITMANN: The amendment
should be carried. On the whele gquestion
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of medical officers the (Rovernment, not
ouly the present Government but all pre-
veding Qovernments, shonld bave von-
sidered a different systemn of arviving at
the eonclusion that the system in vogue
was  altogether ansuitable for the 1e-
quirements of the varivus communities,

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . .. Lo 17
Noes .. . A ¥
A Tie 0
ATES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. O’Loghlen
AIr. Collier . Mr, Price
Mr. GIN Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Gourley Mr. Troy
My, Heitmann Mr., Ware
Mr. Holman Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Horan Mr. UGnderwood
Mr. Hudson (Tellery.
Nogs,
Mry. Brown Mr, Loyman
AMr. Carson Mr, Mitchell
Mr, Cowcher Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Daglish Mr. Nanson
Mr., Davies Mr. Osborn
Mr, Gregory Mr. Plesss
Mr. Hardwilck Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Harper Mr. Gordon
Atr. Jacoby (Teller)

The Chairman gave his easting vote
with the Ayes,

Amendment thns passed.

My, Holman: I think progress ought to
he reported now.

The Premier: No.

Mr. HOLMAN: 1 move-—

That progress be veported,

Motion put and a division taken with
the following resuill:—

Ayes 13
Noes 20
Majority acninst 3
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Hudson
Mr. Bath . Mr. McDawall
Mr. Collier . Mr. O'Loghlen
My Gl I Mr, Price
Mr, Gourley Mr, Ware
Mpr. Heltmann " Mr. A, A, Wllson
Mr. Holmaen ' Mr. Underwooed
Mr. Horan (Tellery,
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Mr. Brown
Mr. Carson
Mr. Cawcher

Mr. Monger
Mr. B. F. Moare

AYEB.
!
} Mr. Nanson

Mr. Daglisa Mr. Osborn

Mr. Davles . Mr. Plesse

Mr. Gregory Mr, Swan

Mr. Hardwick ' Mr, Troy

Mr. Harper Mr, F. Wilson

Mr, Jacoby Mr. Gorden

pMr. Loyman (Teller).

Mr. Mitchel)

Motiou thus negatived.

My, PRICE: Having heard the case of
Inspector Sellenger related by the member
for Pilbara he thought the allegations
sufficiently serious to call for some state-
ment by the Minister. Surely the Alinis-
ter would afford some explanation before
asking the Committee to proceed any fur-
ther with the passing of the Estimates.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was quite impossible for a Minister to
make a statement in regard to a case of
which he had only heard to-night.

Mr. Price: The Premier treated it with
eontempt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: After
sitting here for hours the Premier had
been compelled to leave the Chamber.
Having been ventilated, the matter would
be thoroughly inguired into. He was not
aware as to whether there were any
papers in existence in regard to the case,
and the only officer whom he had had an
opportuity of consalting had not prev-
iously heard of the case. However, if the
facts were as stated, drastie action was
hound to follow, An inspector of police
would himself have fuil opportunity of
lodging a complaint, and his position in
the Government service would seenre a
large amount of attention being given to
that eomplaint.

Mr. HUDSON : H was his intention to
deal with Ttem 11.

The CHAIRMAN: Nothing in item 11
abuve the amendment just made by the
striking out of, “one at -£300 ({Kalgootr-
lie)”” could be dealt with. Hon. members
eould not go further baek than thaf.

Mr. HUDSON : Tt was his intention to
diseuss item 11.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
wonld be ont of order in discussing item
11 above “Kalgoorlie.” That was the rule.
and he could not permit the hon, member
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to depart from it. The hon. member
conld discuss anything in item 11 below
“"Kalgoorlie” but nothing above it.

AMr. HUDSON: The Chairman had not
vel heard what it was proposed to discuss
in item 11, If the Chalrman was going
to shut him up in that manner he would
sit down.

The CHAIRMAN : Order.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was his desire to
bring under the notice of Lhe Minister an
action on the part of the medieal officer
at Karridale.

The CHATRMAN: If any other hon,
member desired to diseuss any portion of
item 11 above “Karridale” it behoved him
to do so now before the hon. member pro-
ceeded; Decause once “Karridale” had
been disposed of hon, members wonld nol
be permitied to discuss anything in item
11 nbove “Karridale.”

Mr. PRICE : First of all the Chairman
had told the member for Roulder that he
mnst move a reduction of the total item.
Subsequently the Chairman had stated
lie would take a motion to strike out “one
of €300 (Kalgoorlie).” We had done that
at the last moment, and eonsequently no
member had had the opportunnity of dis-
cussing the other sub-iten:s, beecaunse the
motion was aceepted as a reduction of the
total, and at the last moment the Chair-
man had agreed to take a motion hy strik-
ing out “Kalgoorlie,”

The CHATEMAN: The statement was
not quite correctly put. As n matter of
fact nothing bad been done at the last
moment, The member for Boulder had
asked which would be the hetter way of
dealing with the item as an expression of
the Committee in regard to the particular
medical officer, He (the Chairman) had
then thought that to reduce the item by
£300  wounld cover the referenee to
that medieal offteer. Subsequently he
had pointed out that it would make

it even more specific if the hon.
memhber moved to strike ont the
special item “one at £300, Kalgoor-

lie.! That was the clear position, and he
was sare the member for Boulder would
hear him ount in this. Ile had no desire
whatever to take any adviniage of the
Committer or of any memher thereof,
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Mr. Price: Unfortunately that has been
the effect.

Mr. Collier: If my frst method bad
been adopted the whole Adiseussion would
have been shut out,

AMr. HOLMAN: A few months age a
man had been killed at Wavridale and
left a widow with four children. The
man’s life had been insuved for not more
than a few pounds, and the insurance com-
pany had sent down for a medieal certifi-
eate, The widow got her brother-in-law to
write to the medieal officer. who however,
did not reply to the first commmunication.
The doctor was written lo again, and
this time retorned a reply Lhat he wonld
not send along any certificate until his
fee of one guinea was forwarded to him.
That had prevented the widow from get-
ting her life insurance money, becanse
she had not the guinea. 1f that was the
class of men we appointed as medical
officers the sooner we changed them all
the better, for instead of this being main-
{ained as one of the most honourable pro-
fessions we found from illustrations given
to-night that we had in the service no-
thing but a blood-sucking lot of spongers
who used their positions for the purpose
of extracting the last possible penny out
of the sick and needy. He was qnite
sure of his facts in this case, for be was
glad to say that through lis instrumen-
tality the insurauee eompany had paid the
insurance money to the widow without anv
medical certificate, and so the medical offi-
cer had heen done out of a fee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: An
officer could not be prevented from charg-
ing for outside unspecified duties in re-
gard to attendance, and whether he chose
to give a cerfificate in a case like that
mentioned by the hon. member must de-
pend ¢n his own generesity. Surely in a
ease like that, all that was wanted was a
vertificate from the vegistrar of deaths.

Mr. Molman: All that was wanted was
a certificate thal the doctor had seen the
denth.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
certificate from the registrar would have
mel Lhe ease witheut going to the doetor
at all.

Mr. HOLMAXN : The Government
should see that officers of that character
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were not appointed to Government posi-
tions, It would be better to have no doe-
tor at all than to have men of that kind,
hecause they were a menace to the pub-
lie. Instead of cuiting down the medical
and public health votes in {he miserable
way in which the Government were doing,
it was fime that the Government saw that
every individual pot medical treatment, no
matter in what part of the State he was
living, If the State eonld not get doe-
tors lo po into those distriets and act like
men, the sooner the State paid higher sal-
aries and provided the whole of the medi-
cal treatment the hetter it wounld he for
the people.

Item, Government hospitals and quar-
antine stations, provisions, bedding, clotn-
ing, etcetera, £17,500.

Mr. ANGWIN moved—

That the item be reduced by £100,

He took that action as a protest against
the policy of the Government in again
reducing the hospital votes this year. In
his opinion, the Government had been al-
most starving the hospitals. Government
hospitals, as well as assisted hospitals, had
had their votes reduced. The vote for the
Perth public hospital had been reduced,
according to the report, on account of the
removal of the children to the Children’s
Hospital; and on account of that reduc-
tion it bad been neecessary to restrict the
admission of patients from country hos-
pitals. On several oeceasions he had
pointed out that the Perth Public Hospi-
tal was used by a large numher of people
from the eountry distriets, and although
the eost of the hospital was heavy it was
not altogether due to sickness in the
metropolitan arvea.  The grants to as-
sisted hospitals also had been reduced by
several hundreds of pounds. The Gov-
ernment had adopted that policy eontrary
to the opinion of Parliament. Last vear
a mntion had been carried protesting
against the Government’s action in re-
dueing the vete, but instead of giving
effect to thai opinion the Government
were further reducing the votes. He
asked members of the Committee to again
show by their votes that they were in
favonr of the hospitals being assisted by
the (lovernment, so that there might be
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no occasion For those in charge of hos-
pitals to refuse admission to any patients.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
item could not be reduced by a nominal
amount for the purpese of getting an ex-
pression of opinion in favour of an in-
creased vote. He intended to oppose a
reduction of the amount because the sum
provided was absolutely essential.

Mr. Bath: We waut to deal with the
question as to whether more is essential.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
the mover was wrong i his method; if
he required a larger vote he could not ve-
duce an item by a small amount for the
purpose of showing that the item should
be inc¢reased, although in past years mem-
bers bad been allowed to move for a re-
duction of the vote in order to gei an
expression of opinion, as to the adequacy
or otherwise, of it. He hoped that the
amendment would not be persisted in. So
far as (Government hospitals were con-
cerned those institutions had to he main.
tained, and if the vote provided was not
sufficient the Government would have to
provide further money. The Perth hospi-
tal was not one of those covered by the
item, the maintenance of that institution
being a separate item.

Mr. PRICE: Would il be in ovder to
move a reduction of the tolal vote with
the object of impressing on the Govern-
ment the protest of members against a
general reduction in the amount for hos.
pitals?

The CHAIRMAN: On maoy oceasions
it was permitted in the Committee to
move to reduce an item #s a protest
against something. It was immaterial
whether the hon. member moved to re-
duce the item or the vote, but if the vote
was dealt with hon. members could not re-
vert to the items. The vote was already
reduced by £300.

Mr, ANGWIN asked leave to withdraw
his amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Item, Grants-in-aid of maintenanee and
buildings of assisted hospitals, £7,500.

Mr, PRICE : Evidently it was intended
to diseontinue the basis of 15s. in the
pound subsidy. What system was to be
adopted in allocating the subsidies? We
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could not allow the Minister ¢to spend
£7,500 as he liked without any explana-
tion,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
basis on whieh distribation was (o Dbe
rmade was not within his knowledge, but
he eould give the amounts to be allocated
to the different hospitals, These were—
Bulong £100; Broad Arrow £200; Bussel-
ton £200; Black Range £400: Bridgetown
£150: Beverley £200; Davyhurst £200;
Greenbushes £150; Jarrahdaie £50; Nat-
anning £300; Kanowna £300; Wookynie
£200; Laverton £400; lLeonora £500;
Meekatharra £300; Morningion £52, with
25s. per week for each indigent patient;
Moora £150; Maleolm £250; Mt. Magnet
£200; Mt. Morgans £400; Nannine £200;
Newcastle £150; Norseman £250; eak
Hill £150; Ravensthorpe £100; Sir Sam-
nel £200; Wagin £300, and Wiluna £200.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It was uanjust to
reduce the Jarrahdale sobsidy by £50.
That institution was indebted to the Perth
hospital to the extent of £150 owing to an
unfortunate epidemic last year which ne-
cessitated 40 patients being sent to Perth
for treatment.

Mr. TROY : Some hospitals had heavier
obligations than others. The Black Ranve
hospital was rednced by £200, though il
served not only the town of Sandstone
but a distriet with a radius of 70 miles,
embracing Youanme, where there were 150
men working., Tt was shameful to treat
a locality in this way.

Mr. ANGWIN moved an amendmuent—

That the wole be further reduced by
£100.
He moved this as a protest againsi the
Goverpment in reducing hospital grants.

Mr. TROY: The Government claimed
to have saved £18,000 in the hospitals
vote, but it was done by stacving the hos-
pitals and eompelling the people in the
localities to impose extra taxation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In-
stead of making a saving on medieal and
health matters the Government were ex-
pending £2,500 more than last year. It
was recognised generally to be an advis-
able thing to enconrage local people to
maintain their hospitals, Effort wus being
made in Perth and Fremantle to do that.
There was a diminution in one or {wo
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items, because a certain proportion of tbe
cost of treating infectious eases had been
thrown on the loeal anthorities, the charge
being transferred from a tax on the pen-
eral community to a fax on property
holders in loeal governing distriets. These
infectious eases were treated at the gen-
eral hospitals. .

Mr. Angwin: And you want fo put on
inereased taxation indirectly.

1 o’clock am.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member thought that property
should not pay he was entitled te his
opinion. The amendment it was to be
hoped would not be accepted.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 17
Noes 13
Majority against 1
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Collfer . Mr. Scaddan
Mr, GID ' Mr. Trov
Mr. Gourley | Mr., Uaderwood
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Ware
Mr. Holman Mr. A. A. Wllson
Mr. Horan Mr. Prlee
Mr. Hudson (Teller).
NoES,

Mr. Browo t  Mr. Miichell
Mr. Carson 1 Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher Mr. 5. F. Moare
Mr. Dagligh . Mr. Nanson
Mr. Davles " Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gordon Mr. Plesge
Mr. Gregory ¢ Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick . Mr. Layman
Mr. Harper {Tcllery.

1
Mr. Jacoby i
Amendment thus negatived,

Vote (as reduced to £89,216) put and
passed.

Vote—Observatory, £2,511-—agreed to.

BIT.I.—LICENSING.
Returned from the Legislative Couneil
with requested amendments.
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ADJOURNMENT — CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson)
moved—

That the House at its rising do ad-
Journ until 430 p.m. on Wednesday,
dth January, 1911

[n moving this motion 1 deshe lo extend
to yourself, My, Speaker, the members
on both sides of the House, and the offi-
cers of the House, my leartiest good
wishes for the approaching festive season,
and I hope that they may have a pleasant
Christmas and a happy New Year, [
trast that when we meet again on the
dth January we will be able to settle
down to business and finish onr duties a
few weeks later,

Mr, SCADDAN: On behalf of (he
members on this side of the House I de-
sire, with the Premier and the members
supporting his Government, to extend to
vou, Mr. Speaker, and the Chairman of
Committees, whom tle Premier overlooked
for the moment, the officers of the House,
and the aitendants generally conneected
with the Assembly, my hearty gond wishes
for & merry Christmas and a prosperous
New Year. I trust that a few days re-
spite between the present time and the
4th January will enable members to ve-
enperate their health somewhat, and that
they will be able to return, particnlariy
the members on fhis side of the House,
prepared to fight for their lives, which are
at present in jeopardy owing to the pro-
rosals of the Government.

The Premier: T thank yon.

Mr, HOLMAN: T do nol see any rea-
son why we shonld adjourn until 4th
Jannary, I think it would have been
better if {he Premier had decided to ad-
journ until the follawing Tuesday, 10th
January. There will be nothing to gain
by meeting in the middle of the week. By
adjourning to the ith we shall meet im-
mediately after the holidays and, in faet.
the holidays will hardly be over. T main-
tain it iz absurd to do so and 1 do not
see any reason for it. There are members
who are living in the country, and T do
not think it is right that we should eall
them from their homes the day after New
Year's Day in order tn be here on Wed-
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nesday. I reckon that the Premier has
not shown the consideration he might have
done in calling the House together on the
4th Januwary. I would ask the Premier
now to alter the date and make it the
10th Jannary, so that members might have
a little longer spell.

The PREMIER: I am afraid I cannot
fall in with the hon. member's snggestion.
We have a pretty big programme to get
through, and my desire is that we should
complete it as early as possible. I know
that hon. members want to help to finish
the session as quickly as possible. 1 men-
tioned this a few days ago, and if the hon.
wmember had desired to take exception to
jt that would have been the proper time,
not now at the last moment, I made the
snggestion then and the majority of mem-
bers fell in with it.

Question put and passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire on behalf of
the Chiirman of Committees, the offieers
of the House, and myself, to express my
thanks to the Premier and the leader of
the Cpposition for their kind wishes for
a happy Christmas and a prosperous New
Year. I reeiprocate most heartily the
feelings so kindly expressed.

House adjourned at 1.13 am. (Thursday).

Lcgislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 4th January, 1911.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premiev: Report of the Com-
missioner of Police to 30th June, 1910.

QUESTION—SITTING HOUR,
FRIDAYS.

Mr. HORAXN (withonf notice) asked
the Premier: Whether it was intended to
continue to sit at 10.30 a.m. on Fridays as
had heen arranged some time before
Christmas.

The PREMIER replied: Yes, it was
proposed to sit each Friday from hall-
past ten in the mormng.

QUESTION—COAT: MINING INDUS-
TRY, GOVERNMENT SUPPLIES.
Mr. A. A. WILSON asked the Minister

for Railways: What is the amount of

the Government eoal order allotted to
each of the Collie eoal companies for the
months of November, December, January,

Febraary (separately} for the years 1907-

89.10 (separately)? 2, Is the Govern-

ment taking the same amount of coal per

week from the local eoal ecompanies for

the six weeks ending December 17th, 1910,

as they took for the six weeks ending De-

cember 1Sth, 1909, If not, why not? 3,

Taking into consideration the fact that no

fires in the agricultural belt were re-

ported to have taken plaece when Collie
coal was being extensively nsed during the
harvest season of 1909-1910, and when the

Newcastle strike was on, will the Govern-

ment consider the advisability of further

angmenting the present Government or-
der so that the miners may be able to get
more than three days work per week?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, See attached statement
marked “A” 2, See attached statement
roarked ‘‘B,’’ showing that the Govern-
ment took 13,047 tons in 1910, as against

11,642 tons in 1909. 3, The Government

are anxious to give all possible assist-

ance to the local coal industry, having
due regard to the proteetion of the agri-
cultural areas,

(1) Statement akowi'ng Government Coal
order allotted to each Collie Mine
for months of November, December,

3



